BOROUGH  OF  BEDFORD 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


ON  THE 


Health  of  Bedford 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1946 

BY 

G.  K.  BOWES,  M.A.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

Together  with  the  Report  of 
F.  C HAYNES,  Cert. San.  I.,  M.S.LA. 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


BEDFORD 
DIEMER  & REYNOLDS  LTD. 


- i|r5f 


BOROUGH  OF  BEDFORD 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH 


For  the  Year  1946 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28912755 


CONTENTS 


PREFACE 


page  5 


STAFF  ... 


page  6 


I.  SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS page  9 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1946 

Causes  of  Death 

Population 

Death  Rate 

Maternal  Mortality 

Infant  Mortality 

Birth  Rate 

Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  Deaths  from  Certain 
Causes,  for  Bedford  and  England  and  Wales 
Compared 


II. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

•••  ••• 

... 

page 

14 

III. 

GENERAL  PROVISION 

OF  HEALTH 

SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

• • * ...  « . • 

• • • • • • 

page 

14 

1.  Laboratory  Facilities 

2.  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services  

3.  Home  Helps 

4.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 

5.  Health  Visiting 

6.  Premature  Infants 

7.  Illegitimate  Children 

8.  Dental  Treatment 

9.  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Part  VII — Child  Life 

Protection 

10.  War-Time  Nurseries 

11.  Additional  Services 

12.  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Part  VI— Nursing 

Homes 

IV.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA...  page  21 

Water 


V.  HOUSING  

1 . Statistics 

2.  Observations  on  Statistics 

3.  New  Houses 

4.  Housing  Requirements 

5.  Old  Property 


page  24 


4 


('ONTI'^N'I'S  continued 


VI.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  ...  pa^e  26 

1.  Milk 

{a)  l^remises  and  Purveyors 

(h)  Defence  Regulation  556' — 

Restrictions  on  Sale  of  Milk  in  Certain  Areas 

(c)  Pyacteriological  Examination 

2.  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

3.  Ice  Cream 

4.  Other  Foods 

5.  Adulteration  of  Foods 

6.  Slaughter  Houses 

7.  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

. VII.  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES  page  31 

1.  Infectious  Diseases,  other  than  Tuberculosis 

(a)  General  Statistics 
[h)  Individual  Diseases 

2.  Tuberculosis 

3.  Contagious  Diseases,  including  Scabies  and 

Verminous  Infestation 

4.  Diphtheria  Immunisation 


VIII.  CONCLUSION 


page  38 


I 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Bedford. 


May,  1947. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Bedford. 


L.A.DIES  AND  GeNTLEMExN, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1946. 

At  the  time  of  writing  there  is  little  change  to  report  from  the  j^revious 
year,  though  in  some  ways  the  work  of  the  department  seems  to  be  beset  with 
ever-increasing  difficulties,  and  in  some  directions  complete  breakdown  even 
seems  to  be  in  sight.  Reference  to  these  difficulties  is  made  in  the  body  of  the 
report. 

Health,  so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  measure  it  in  terms  of  the  death  rate,  the 
infant  mortality  rate,  and  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  disease,  remains  good. 
But  many  think  that  health,  as  measured  by  bodily  vigour  and  general  energy, 
has  declined ; and  attribute  this  decline  to  long-continued  unsatisfactory  nutri- 
tion, to  post-war  weariness,  and  to  present,  and,  because  no  end  to  it  is  seen  in 
the  near,  or  even  remote,  future,  in  some  ways  more  deadly,  peace-weariness. 
Many,  too,  hnd  indications  that  mental  health  has  declined  on  account  of 
increasing  lack  of  aims  and  standards  of  life,  and  of  increasing  domination  of 
man  by  the  machine,  taken  not  only  in  its  literal  sense,  but  also  in  the  sense  of 
the  soulless  society  of  mass-production  and  of  nation-wide  industrial  and 
bureaucratic  organisation. 

Of  course,  not  much  can  be  done  by  a public  health  department  in  the 
matter  of  health  in  these  wider  aspects,  but  it  is  just  in  dealing  with  health  in 
its  everyday  aspects,  of  mending  a leaking  roof  or  repairing  a damaged  drain, 
matters  dealt  with  fairly  successfully  before  the  war,  that  present  difficulties 
are  so  great,  and  one  is  reduced  to  hoping  that  in  a few  years  something  like 
normal  conditions  will  return. 

I desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  this  department  for  their  help 
in  the  work,  as  well  as  to  my  colleagues  in  other  departments. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  K.  BOWES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

August,  1947. 

P.S. — The  bulk  of  this  report  was  written  at  the  date  given  at  the  head  of 
this  letter.  The  delay  between  writing  and  publication  has  been  due  mainly 
to  the  necessity  of  awaiting  the  Registrar  General’s  figures,  of  basing  calcula- 
tions, and  of  making  comments  on,  these.  Delay  between  the  stages  of  the 
events  reported,  the  original  attempt  to  report  on  them,  and  the  final  report 
seems  inevitable,  but  unfortunately  means  that  much  of  the  material  has 
become  out  of  date,  and  even  opinions  expressed  may  no  longer  remain  opinions 
because  they  have  been  confirmed  or  refuted  by  later  events. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

(a)  MEDICAL. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

G.  K.  Bowes,  M.A.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dora  Mason,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.S. 

(b)  DENTAL. 

Dental  Surgeon  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Work. 

V.  A.  Vasey,  L.D.S. 

(c)  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

F.  C.  Haynes,  Cert.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Food  Inspector. 

J.  F.  Wilkinson,  M.R.San.I.,  Cert. Meat  Inspection  R.San.L,  M.S.I.A. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

E.  J.  Constable,  A. R.San.L 
One  vacancy. 

(d)  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

Senior  Health  Visitor. 

Miss  B.  M.  Rodgers,  S.R.N.,  H.V.Cert. R.San.L 

Health  Visitors. 

Miss  F.  D.  Cooper,  S.R.N.,  H.V.Cert. R.San.L 
Miss  E.  E.  Hill,  S.R.N.,  H.V.Cert. R.San.L 
Miss  I.  Love,  S.R.N.,  H.V.Cert. R.San.L 
Mrs.  S.  Street,  S.R.N.,  H.V.Cert. R.San.L 

(e)  MUNICIPAL  MIDWIVES. 

Senior  Midwife. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Molyneux,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Midwives. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Yarde,  S.C.M. 

Miss  S.  V.  Bennett,  S.C.M. 

Miss  A.  L.  Maskey,  S C.M. 


PUBLIC  hp:alth  staff 
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(f)  CLERICAL  AND  OTHER  STAFF. 

Chief  Clerk. 

• F.  J.  Dix. 

Clerks. 

F.  E.  Casemore  Miss  K.  M.  Butler 

R.  T.  Pruuden  Mrs.  B.  R.  Barcock 

F.  H.  Valentine  Mrs.  I.  Perry 

Miss  H.  P.  Hazelton 

Laboratory  Assistant 

D.  Ayres 

Disinfectors  and  Drain  Testers. 

G.  V.  Burridge  F.  Wootton 

Rodent  Destruction  Operator. 

Vacant. 


PUBLIC  ANALYST. 

C.  Harcourt  Wordsworth,  B.Sc.(Lond.),  F.R.I.C. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

The  staff  is  given  as  it  stands  at  the  time  of  writing. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I have  to  record  the  death  in  the  present  year  of  the 
late  Mr.  J.  N.  Martin,  who  was  appointed  as  a Sanitary  Inspector  in  February, 
1931.  The  department  has  by  his  death  lost  a loyal  and  trustworthy  servant, 
one  who  never  spared  himself  in  devoting  long  hours  to  conscientious  work 
whenever  his  services  were  required. 

Mr.  C.  R.  Starmer,  Sanitary  Inspector,  left  in  November,  1946,  to  take  up 
a similar  position  in  the  Kettering  Rural  District. 

Miss  A.  Dickson,  Health  Visitor,  resigned  in  December,  1946,  and  was 
replaced  by  Mrs.  S.  Street. 

Miss  C.  S.  Hall,  Senior  Midwife,  resigned  in  May,  1947,  and  was  replaced 
by  Mrs.  M.  E.  Molyneux.  Mrs.  I.  M.  Munro,  Municipal  Midwife,  resigned  in 
February,  1947,  and  was  replaced  by  Miss  A.  L.  Maskey. 
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JTOKOUGH  OF  BEDFORD 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  1946 


I.  Summary  of  Statistics 

Area  of  Borough  (in  acres) 

Population  : — 

Census  1931  (before  extension) 

Census  1931  (including  area  added  1st  April,  1934) 
Registrar-General’s  Estimated  Civilian  Population  for  1946  ... 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  : — 

Census  1931  (including  added  area) 

According  to  Rate  Books  (31st  December,  1946) 


4,972 


40,554 

42,606 

51,330 


10,427 

14,294 


Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (Census,  1931,  including 

added  area) ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,206 

Rateable  Value  (31st  December,  1946)  ...  ...  ...  ...  407, 050 

Yield  of  One  Penny  Rate  (30th  September,  1946)  ...  ...  ...  £1,655 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1946 


Live  Births  : — 
Legitimate 

• • • 

Total 

861 

Male 

446 

Female 

415 

Rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate 

• • • 

. . . 

85 

51 

34 

Total 

. . . 

. . . 

946 

497 

449 

Birth-rate  18.4 

Stillbirths  : — 

Legitimate 

• • • 

• • • 

29 

17 

12 

Illegitimate 

. . . 

5 

2 

3 

Total 

34 

19 

15 

Rate  0.66* 

Deaths  ... 

... 

657 

327 

330 

Death-rate  12.8 

*34.7  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  registered. 


Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of.  Childbirth  : — 

From  Sepsis  0 

Other  Causes 2 


2* 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1 ,000  Live  Births  : — 
Legitimate,  26  ; Illegimate,  4 ; total,  30. 


Deaths  from  : — 

Number 

Rate 

Measles 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ... 

1 

t 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

23 

0.45 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

0.04 

Total  Tuberculosis  Deaths  ... 

25 

0.49 

Cancer  ... 

...  101 

1.97 

Influenza 

19 

0.37 

"2.04  per  1,000  loteil  (live  and  .still)  births 

registered. 

I 1.06  per  1,000  total  live  births  registered. 


Causes  of  Death 

The  following  table  shows  causes  of  death  as  given  in  the  Registrar- 
General’s  statistics. 


C'auses  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

327 

330 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Parat^-^phoid  Fevers 

__ 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

■ — • 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

■ — - 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

■ — ■ 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

15 

8 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ... 

2 

2 

9. 

Influenza 

8 

11 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

— 

1 

13. 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M);  Uterus  (F) 

4 

8 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

8 

9 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

1 1 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 

35 

26 

17. 

Diabetes 

3 

- — 

18. 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ...  • ... 

42 

54 

19. 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  -.. 

76 

81 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

24 

19 

21. 

Bronchitis 

16 

10 

22. 

Pneumonia  ... 

10 

12 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Disea.ses 

5 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

6 

9 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 Years  ... 

1 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis 

2 

— 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

8 

5 

28. 

Nephritis 

9 

18 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post- Abortion  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

2 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

5 

2 

32. 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injuries,  Infantile 
Diseases  ... 

8 

4 

33. 

Suicide 

1 

4 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

4 

4 

35. 

Other  V iolent  Causes 

7 

8 

26 

36. 

All  Other  Causes 

27 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
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Population 

The  popukition  as  given  by  the  Registrar-General  for  the  mid-year  was 
51,:W0,  a slight  increase,  of  260,  on  the  figure  for  the  previous  year,  no  doubt 
due  to  return  of  men  from  the  Forces. 

Death  Rate 

The  death  rate  was  12.8,  in  comparison  with  11.5  for  England  and  Wales. 
On  account  of  the  greater  average  age  of  the  population,  Bedford  tends  to  have 
a higher  death  rate  than  England  and  Wales  ; but  on  account  of  movement  of 
population,  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  make  accurate  allowances  for  this  age 
constitution. 

The  following  comments  on  causes  of  death  may  be  made,  in  addition  to 
the  special  causes  mentioned  on  page  00.  There  were  no  deaths  from  cerebro- 
spinal fever,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  or  measles.  Influenza 
caused  19  deaths,  in  comparison  with  5 in  1945;  suicide,  5;  road  traffic 
accidents,  8.  Of  the  eight  fatal  road  traffic  accidents  among  Borough  residents, 
4 occurred  within  the  Borough  boundary,  the  remainder  m other  areas.  No 
non-residents  suffered  fatal  accidents  in  the  area. 

Maternal  Mortality 

The  two  maternal  deaths  recorded  were  due  to : — 

1 (a)  Post-partum  haemorrhage, 

(6)  Caesarean  section  for  contracted  pelvis, 
and  2 (a)  Subarachnoid  haemorrhage, 

(6)  Eclampsia, 

(c)  Pregnancy,  8 months. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  following  table  shows  the  infant  mortality  from  various  causes  stated 
in  accordance  with  the  age  at  death.  Of  this  total,  23  were  male  infants  and 
six  female. 


Cause 

We< 

sks 

Total 

under 

one 

month 

Mou 

iths 

Total 

under 

one 

year 

0- 

1- 

2- 

3- 

1- 

6- 

9- 

Tuberculous  meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1 

1 

Convulsions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Insussusception 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformation 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

2 

— 

__ 



5 

Premature  birth 

11 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 



11 

Injury  at  birth  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erythroblastosis  foetalis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Icterus  gravis  neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 



1 

Accidental  death 

(asphyxia  while  asleep) 

““ 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Totals 

16 

— 

1 

— 

17 

6 

2 

2 

2 

29 

Note. — The  congenital  malformations  were  as  follows  : — 

1.  Congenital  meningocele  and  hydrocephalus. 

2.  Spina  bifida. 

3.  Diaphragmatic  hernia. 

4.  Of  intestines. 

5.  Achalasia  of  pelvic  colon. 
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In  the  case  of  deaths  from  premature  births  the  ages  were  as  follows  : 


9 hours 

2 

1 

19  hours 

1 

0-24  hours 

22  hours 

2 

j 

26 J hours 

1 

1 

31  hours 

1 

32  hours 

1 

1 

24-48  hours 

34  hours 

1 

j 

2 days 

1 

\ 

2-7  days 

3 days 

1 

/ 

The  figures  for  infant  mortality  for  Bedford  and  for  England  and  Wales 
for  comparison  for  the  last  10  years  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 

Death  Rate  per  1,()00  Live  Births 

DeatJi  Rale  per  1,000  live  hiiTli.^ 


Year 

Bedford 

i'dielaiid  and  Wales 

1937  

43 

58 

1938  

70 

53 

1939  

28 

50  (51) 

1940  

55 

55  (57) 

1941  

44 

59  (60) 

1942  

36 

49  (51) 

1943  

41 

49 

1944  

25 

46 

1945  

35 

46 

1946  

31 

43 

Average 

1937  to  1946  

41 

51 

In  explanation  of  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales,  it  may  be  said  that 
in  recent  years  the  practice  of  the  Registrar-General  has  been  to  correct  the 
infant  mortality  figure  to  allow  for  the  varying  time  lag  in  registration  of 
births  and  of  upward  and  downward  trends  in  births  during  the  12  months 
preceding  the  deaths.  In  the  earlier  years  of  the  table  the  deaths  were  related 
by  the  Registrar-General  to  births  in  the  same  year.  Where  subsequent 
calculation  on  the  present  basis  has  modified  this  figure,  the  figure  as  modified 
has  been  placed  in  brackets.  In  Bedford  the  figures  relate  to  deaths  and 
births  registered  in  the  same  year. 

Birth  Rate 

The  birth  rate  was  18.4  for  Bedford  and  19.1  for  England  and  Wales,  both 
figures  much  higher  than  the  average  for  recent  years,  before,  and  during  the 
earlier  part  of,  the  war.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  these  higher  rates  are 
purely  temporary,  due  to  war  and  post-war  conditions.  The  percentage  of 
illegitimate  births  to  total  births  shows  a fall  in  1946  from  the  very  high  figure 
in  1945  of  13.55,  to  a figure  still  high,  but  nearer  the  average  for  pre-wars, 
namely  8.99.  The  following  table  shows  the  total  birth  rate  and  percentage  of 
illegitimate  births  in  Bedford  over  a period  of  10  years,  with  the  figures  of  the 
total  birth  rate  of  England  and  Wales  for  comparison.  Complete  figures  of  the 
illegitimate  births  for  England  and  Wales  over  the  same  years  are  not  readily 
available,  but  generally  it  may  be  said  that  the  variations  have  been  comparable 
to  those  in  Bedford,  from  an  average  pre-war  percentage  of  4.3  to  the  high 
figure  of  9.18  in  1945,  followed  by  a fall  to  6.55  in  1946.  The  statistics  of  the 
illegitimate  birth  rate  are  not  c[uite  simple.  The  figures  of  the  Registrar-General 
have  shown  that  under  normal  conditions  a large  pro])ortion  of  births  among 
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married  persons  are  due  to  pre-marital  conceptions,  which,  under  normal  con- 
ditions, are  followed  by  marriage  of  parents.  If,  under  war  conditions,  there 
are  sudden  movements  of  large  numbers  of  men  overseas,  many  of  these 
marriages  will  be  prevented,  at  any  rate  for  a time,  with  a consecpient  increase 
from  this  cause  of  the  illegitime  birth  rate. 


Birth  Rates  and  Proportion  of  Illegitimate  to  Total  Births 


1937—1946 

Percentage  of 

Birth  Rate 

Illegitimate  to 

England 

Total  Births 

Y ear 

Bedford 

and  Wales 

Bedford 

1937 

13.4 

14.9 

5.27 

1938 

14.4 

15.1 

5.32 

1939 

14.25 

14.8* 

5.46 

1940 

13.2 

14.1* 

5.68 

1941 

13.5 

13.9* 

6.02 

1942 

14.7 

15.6* 

5.78 

1943 

17.1 

16.2* 

8.99 

1944 

19.8 

17.7* 

9.03 

1945 

18.2 

15.9* 

13.55 

1946 

18.4 

19.1 

8.99 

* Rates  in  these  years  are  based  upon  total  population,  including  Armed  Forces  at  home  and 

abroad. 


Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  Deaths  from  certain  causes,  for  Bedford 

and  England  and  Wales  compared. 

The  following  table  gives  rates  for  births,  deaths,  certain  causes  of  death, 
maternal  and  infant  mortality  for  Bedford  and  England  and  Wales  compared. 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 


Bedford  England  & Wales 

Live  Births  18.4  19.1 

Still  Births  0.66  0.53 

Deaths  : — 

All  causes*  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.8  11.5 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  ...  ...  — 0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 0.00 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  — - 0.02 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 0.01 

Influenza  0.37  0.15 

Smallpox  ...  — 0.00 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 0.00 


*On  account  of  the  complexity  of  population  movements  the  Registrar-General  is  no  lono-er 
able  to  furnish  a comparability  factor  for  correction  of  the  death  rate  in  respect^of 
age  and  sex  constitution. 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 


Bedford  England  & Wales 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  ...  31  43 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age  1.06  4.4 

Rates  per  1 , 00  Total  Births 
(Live  and  Still) 

Maternal  Mortality  (excluding  abortion)  : — Bedford  England  & Wales 

Puerperal  Infection  — 0 18 

Others  2.04  L06 
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II.  Social  Conditions 

Social  conditions  remain  dominated  by  the  housing  shortage,  with  the 
consequence  that  many  families  are  sharing  houses  or  living  in  rooms  often 
quite  unsuitable  for  families.  No  end  can  at  present  be  seen  to  these  conditions. 


III.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  Area 


1.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Municipal  Laboratory 
during  the  year. 


Nature  of  Specimen 

Nose  and  throat  swabs  for  examination  for  diphtheria  and 
other  organisms,  from  local  practitioners,  Oakley  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Ringworm  ... 

Gerber  Tests  of  Milk 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  Water  samples 


Numbers 


246 

1 

44 

208 


Specimens  requiring  further,  or  more  elaborate,  examination  than  can  be 
carried  out  in  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  are  sent  to  the  Emergency  Public 
Health  Laboratory  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Cambridge,  or  to  the  Pathological 
Department  of  the  Bedford  County  Hospital. 


2.  MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

Midwives  Service 

During  the  year  39  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise,  including 
some  who  undertook  temporary  duty  only.  The  following  table  shows  the 


work  carried  out  by  midwives  practising  in 

the  Borough. 

Midwives — Cases 

Attended 

As 

As  Maternity 

No. 

Midwife 

Nurse 

Total 

Municipal  Midwives  ... 

4 

145 

32 

177 

Midwives  in  Private  Nursing  Homes. . . 
Midwives  attached  to  the  Bedford 

7 

25 

492* 

517 

District  Nursing  Association 
Midwives  attached  to  the  Public 

6 

49 

55 

104 

Assistance  Institution 
Midwives  attached  to  the  Bedford  and 

16 

522 

49 

571 

County  Girls’  Home 
Midwives  attached  to  the  Bedford 

1 

40 

3 

43 

County  Hospital 

5 

234 

47 

281 

* Includinj^  ca.ses  attended  by  Maternity  Nurses  who  do  not  notify  their  intention  to 
practise. 

Municipal  Midwives 

The  downward  trend  of  the  number  of  births  attended  by  municipal  mid- 
wives still  continues,  and  is  due  in  the  main  to  the  greater  proportion  of  total 
births  which  take  place  in  institutions  and  not  in  the  home. 
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The  table  sliows  the  number  of  cases  attended  during  the  last  ten  years. 


Year 

As 

Midwife 

As  Maternity 
Nurse 

Total 

1937  (six  months  only) 

127 

14 

141 

19:kS  

281 

63 

344 

1939  

237 

44 

281 

1940  

231 

46 

277 

1941  

194 

42 

236 

1942  

198 

40 

238 

U)43  

183 

30 

213 

1944*  

212 

37 

249 

1945  

171 

30 

201 

1946  

145 

32 

177 

* Year  of  evacuation  due  to  flyin«;  bombs. 

Great  and  increasing  difficulty  has  been  found  in  filling  vacancies  on  the 
staff  of  municipal  midwives  as  they  arise.  The  experience  is  well  known  to  be 
general,  and  it  seems  that  the  midwifery  service  is  in  danger  of  complete  or 
partial  breakdown,  nor  has  the  writer  seen  any  effectual  remedies  proposed. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Minnitt  apparatus  for  producing  analgesia 
in  childbirth  by  means  of  gas  and  air  was  provided  for  each  midwife  who 
attended  a course  of  instruction  in  its  use.  For  many  reasons  this  apparatus  is 
not  used  as  widely  as  enthusia.sts  at  one  time  expected.  During  the  year  it 
was  used  in  five  cases  since  September,  1946,  when  the  scheme  came  fully  into 
force,  out  of  a total  of  60  domiciliary  births  attended  by  municipal  midwives. 

Institutional  Accommodation  for  Maternity  Gases. 

Seventy-five  cases  for  whom  the  Council  accepted  financial  responsibility 
were  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Wards  of  the  Bedford  County  Hospital. 

These  admissions  are  nearly  always  for  obstetric  reasons,  though  on 
occasion  admission  may  be  approved  for  unsuitable  home  conditions. 

The  demand  for  institutional  accommodation  for  mothers  expecting 
confinement  still  tends  to  rise  on  account  of  social  conditions  of  the  time,  but 
there  are  difficulties,  sometimes  more  and  sometimes  less  acute,  in  finding 
accommodation. 


Domiciliary  and  Institutional  Births 


Total  No. 
of  Births 

Proportion 

notified 

of 

Year 

among 

Domiciliary 

Residents* 

Births 

1936 

582 

Percentage 

64 

1937 

661 

62 

1938 

689 

62 

1939 

686 

52 

1940 

732 

48 

1941 

, . . 826 

41 

1942 

853 

34 

1943 

927 

32 

1944 

...  1 ,099 

33 

1945 

982 

31 

1946 

952 

30 

Proportion  of  Births  in  Institutions 


Private 

Other 

Institutions 

Total 

Nursing 

(Hospital, 

Homes 

(.'•iris’  Home) 

Percentage 

Percentage 

Percentage 

36 

10 

26 

38 

8 

30 

38 

10 

28 

48 

15 

33 

52 

19 

33 

59 

21 

38 

66 

22 

44 

68 

26 

42 

67 

23 

44 

69 

28 

41 

70 

27 

43 

These  figures,  being  compiled  locally,  differ  slightly  from  the  figures  as  furnished  bv  the 
Registrar-General.  ^ 
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Ante-  and  Post-Natal  Supervision  by  Private  Practitioners 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  under  these  headings  by 
private  practitioners. 


No.  of  ante-natal  examinations  . 

No.  of  lirst  examinations  included  in  above 
d otal  ...  ...  ... 


Insured  patients 
Uninsured  patients 
No.  of  post-natal  examinations  .. 


84 

88 

20 

48 

2 


. 3.  HOME  HELPS 

In  my  last  report  I stated  that  it  had  been  quite  impossible  for  the  Town 
Council  to  keep  in  being  an  effective  scheme  for  domestic  and  home  helps. 
During  the  year  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  organisation  offered  their  help 
to  begin  and  keep  in  being  such  a scheme,  and  after  investigation,  including  a 
visit  to  Oxford,  where  such  a scheme  existed,  by  some  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, it  was  decided  to  accept  the  offer  of  the  W.V.S.  to  undertake  the 
administration  of  the  scheme,  for  which  the  Council  was  to  accept  financial 
responsibility.  The  scheme  was  inaugurated  in  July,  1946,  and  has  since 
proved  its  success.  It  is  under  the  immediate  control  of  Mrs.  Symonds, 
County  Organiser,  W.V.S. , with  Mrs.  V.  E.  Pedley  as  whole-time  organiser. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Organiser  for  the  following  report  and  the 
table  showing  the  work  carried  out  during  the  past  year,  and  the  present  year 
year  up  to  the  date  given. 

Report  on  Home  Help  and  Domestic  Help  Service. 

The  Service  has  been  in  being  now  for  10  months,  and  in  that  time  its 
growth  has  been  steady.  From  the  first  it  has  been  our  aim  to  supply  only  a 
good  type  of  women,  and  in  the  first  few  weeks  a number  were  turned  down  as 
being  unsuitable.  Then  the  right  type  began  to  come  in ; those  who  have  been 
in  the  Service  almost  since  the  start,  have  a high  sense  of  duty,  and  feel  they  are 
contributing  by  their  work  towards  the  well-being  and  happiness  of  those  they 
serve.  It  is  a highly  responsible  position,  and  the  best  of  them  rise  to  it. 

Beside  these  regulars,  there  are  always  a good  many  women  who  work  for 
us  for  a few  weeks  only.  Some  leave  Bedford,  some  find  the  work  uncongenial, 
and  sometimes  additional  home  ties  make  it  impossible  to  continue. 

We  have  had  to  dismiss  only  four  for  various  reasons,  irregularity  and 
unpunctuality,  careless  work,  and  one  for  dishonesty. 

Great  care  is  taken  that  the  Service  is  explained  thorough^  before  they  are 
engaged.  The  women  realise  that  if  differences  arise,  both  sides  of  the  question 
will  be  considered  sympathetically. 

The  case  workers  do  a tremendous  amount  of  visiting,  so  as  to  find  out  the 
kind  of  home  and  the  type  of  work  needed.  They  also  see  the  Home  Helps  at 
work  and  are  often  able  to  adjust  minor  difficulties  in  this  way  before  they 
become  major  ones. 

All  this  careful  work  is  the  basis  of  the  atmosphere  of  trust  that  is  the  aim 
of  the  Service  between  Helpers  and  Helped  and  the  Office  Staff. 

Mrs.  Pedley  has  been  a most  devoted  administrator,  putting  her  whole 
heart  into  the  work,  and  the  success  of  the  service  is  mainly  due  to  her  efforts. 
She  has  been  well  supported  by  the  two  case  workers— Mrs.  Cranmer  and 
Mrs.  Erskine  Murray — both  of  whom  have  shown  tact  and  wisdom,  and  have 
been  untiring  on  their  round  in  all  weathers — snow  and  ice,  wind  and  rain, 
and  heat. 
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There  have  been  several  changes  in  the  Olh.ce  stall',  but  we  hope  this  will 
settle  down  now  the  pattern  of  the  work  is  becoming  clearer. 

judging  by  the  increase  in  work  during  the  summer,  when  it  was  expected 
things  would  slacken  off  somewhat,  we  shall  need  at  least  75  to  100  Home  Helps 
for  the  Borough  during  the  coming  Winter. 

It  will  be  noted  in  the  statistics  that  many  of  the  Helps  work  part  time 
only,  but  these  part-timers  are  very  useful. 

W’e  feel  that  a good  foundation  has  been  laid,  but  there  can  be  no  relaxa- 
tion of  effort  if  the  public  is  to  be  served  in  an  efficient  manner,  as  there  are 
continual  snags  and  difficulties. 

{Signed)  M.  A.  Symonds,  County  Organiser. 

Total  Number  of  Gases  Served  from  23rd  September,  1946, 

to  July  26th,  1947 

Cases  : Maternity,  135  ; General,  317  ; total,  452. 

Maternity  Cases  : 98  Served  ; 26  Deferred  ; 11  Withdrawn. 

General  Cases  : 20  cases  not  served  through  lack  of  help. 

Many  not  accepted — ineligible. 

N.B. — The  minimum  of  help  was  given  in  cases  of  lesser  urgency,  although  more 
help  was  needed. 

Insufficient  Home  Helps  available. 


4.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

The  Centre  in  the  Queen’s  Park  area,  originally  started  in  the  Moravian 
Church  Hall,  was,  in  February,  1946,  transferred  to  the  Co-partners’  Hall, 
Lawrence  Street,  where  conditions  are  generally  more  suitable. 


Children. 


The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  of  children  at  the  Welfare 

Children  Children 

*First  attendances  : below  l year  aged  1-5  Total 

Brereton  Road  237  26 

Barford  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  210  22 

Queen’s  Park  59  9 


fTotal  number  of  children  attending  : 
Brereton  Road 
Barford  Avenue 
Queen’s  Park  


196  345 

200  312 

49  95 


563 


* Children  who  were  under  1 year  at  the  date  of  their  first  attendance, 
t Children  who  were  under  1 year  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review. 


1,197 


The  total  attendances  are  shown  below,  distributed  as  follows  : 

Children  Children 
under  1 year  aged  1-5  Total 

3 Brereton  Road  2,781  1,492  4 273 

29  Barford  Avenue  2,989  1,226  4 215 

Queen’s  Park  1,026  593  1,629 

Mothers 


The  following  table  shows  the 


3 Brereton  Road 
29  Barford  Avenue 


attendances  at  ante-  and  post-natal  clinics. 

Ante-Natal  Post-Natal 

Attendances  Attendances 


907 

769 


38 

33 


* • « 


« « • 


« • t 


• • • 
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5.  HEALTH  VISITING 

'riie  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors. 


Total  primary  visits  paid  to  infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  86S 

Total  re-visits,  under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,333 

Total  re-visits,  1 to  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,289 

Total  number  of  ante-natal  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Total  number  of  special  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

Total  number  of  useless  visits,  e.g.,  mother  not  at  home  ...  2,527 

Total  number  of  post-natal  visits  ...  ...  12 


6.  PREMATURE  INFANTS 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premature  infants  about  whom 
information  was  received  during  the  year. 


Number  of 
Premature 
Infants 
Born  and 
Resident 
within  the 
Borough 

Number  of 
Premature 
Infants 
Born  Outside 
but  Resident 
within  the 
Borough 

Total  Number 
of  Premature 
Infants  included 
within  the 
two  preceding 
cclumns  Alive 
Three  Months 
after  Birth 

Number 
known 
to  have  died 
within  Three 
Months  of 
Birth 

Number  not 
Traced  at 
Age  of  Three 
IMonths 

44 

— 

29 

15 

— 

The  equipment  referred  to  in  my  previous  report  was  used  in  one  case  only. 
This  infant  survived. 


7.  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN. 

Miss  Mumford,  Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Bedford  and  County  Girls’ 
Home,  continues  to  co-operate  with  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  care  of  illegitimate 
children. 

The  Town  Council  pays  £104  per  annum  in  reimbursement  of  the  salary  of 
an  additional  social  worker  employed  for  th’s  purpose  by  the  Bedford  and 
County  Girls’  Home. 


8.  DENTAL  TREATMENT 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  for  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers,  and  for  pre-school  children. 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 


Number  of  mothers  attending  (a)  Expectant 65 

(5)  Nursing  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  206 

Number  of  extractions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  270 

Number  of  general  anaesthetics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Number  of  fillings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  scalings  — 

Other  operations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Dentures  supplied  to  (a)  Expectant  mothers  31 

{h)  Nursing  mothers  ...  ...  ...  13 
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Pre-School  Children 

Number  of  individual  children  attending  ...  ...  ...  54 

Number  of  attendances  made  by  these  children  ...  ...  (10 

Number  of  extractions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

Number  of  fillings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  scalings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  general  anaesthetics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 


9.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936— PART  VII 
Child  Life  Protection 

The  number  of  private  persons  who  were  receiving  children  for  reward  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  16,  and  the  number  of  children  so  received  22.  In 
addition,  children  received  for  reward  in  various  institutions  must  also  be 
notified  under  the  terms  of  the  Act,  and  the  complete  table  is  as  follows  : - 


Class  of  person 

No.  of 
persons  so 

X*o.  of 

receivinti;  children 

receiving 

children 

Private  persons 

16 

22 

Bedford  County  Hospital  ... 

1 

21 

Boarding  Houses  of  Harpur  Trust 

3 

10 

Voluntary  Homes  (including  St.  Albans  Diocesan 
Home,  Dr.  Barnardo’s  Home,  and  the 
* Jewish  Refugees’  Nursery)  ... 

3 

26 

* Closed  down  in  September,  1946. 

Regular  visits  are  paid  to  children  and  foster  parents  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

During  the  year  the  Jewish  Refugees  Home,  formerly  at  No.  7 Rothsay 
Gardens,  returned  to  the  London  area. 

special  and  detailed  report  was  made  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  at  the  end  of  the  year  on  the  children  coming  within  the  provisions 
of  the  Act.  The  Committee  gave  careful  consideration  to  this  report  and, 
though  they  realised  that  conditions  were  in  some  cases  not  ideal,  yet  in  no  case 
would  they  recommend  taking  steps  for  removing  any  child  from  its  present 
foster  parent. 


10.  WAR-TIME  NURSERIES. 


During  the  year,  Denmark  Street  Nursery  was  closed  and  accommodation 
found  for  those  children  of  this  nursery  requiring  it  at  Park  Road  West  Nursery. 


The  following  table  shows  the 


Nursery 

St.  John's 

Park  Road  West 

Denmark  Street  (closed,  1/7/46) 


average  numbers  per  day  attending. 


Number 

bfumber 

Average 

on 

of 

Day  Number 

Re.f^ister 

Places 

Attending 

80  ... 

68 

53.9 

35  . . . 

30 

21.9 

18  ... 

25 

11.4 

In  my  last  report  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  the  more  prominent 
function  of  day  nurseries  had  become,  not  to  provide  for  the  release  of  women  to 
industry  but  rather  to  provide  for  those  children  whose  social  conditions  would 
without  this  provision,  be  unsatisfactory.  A recent  calculation  in  a neigh- 
bouring area  has  shown  that  the  estimated  net  annual  cost  of  providing  dav 
nurseries  is  £192  per  annum  per  person  released  for  national  service.  If  this 
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figure  is  correct,  it  would  seem  to  have  been  an  elaborate  fiction  all  the  time  that 
day  nurseries  really  helped  to  serve  the  needs  of  industry.  In  other  directions, 
too,  it  has  been  shown  that  children  attending  day  nurseries  suffer  from  ill 
health  more  than  children  living  at  home,  but  in  other  respects  comparable ; 
no  doubt  largely  on  account  of  a greater  ex])osure  to  infections  of  all  kinds, 
fhe  writer  still  feels  that  the  whole  problem  of  day  nurseries  has  really  never 
been  honestly  and  fairly  considered  as  a whole. 


11.  ADDITIONAL  SERVICES. 


Greches 


The  following  table  shows  the  extent  to  which  the  creches  recently  estab- 
lished were  used. 


No.  of 

No.  of  children  Nc.  of 

sessions  attending  attendances 

29  Barford  Avenue  (opened  1/3/46)....  77  ...  133  ...  1,288 

Co-partners’  Hall  (opened  24/5/46)  ...  32  ...  42  ...  371 


Sitters- In 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  sitters-in  provided  through 
the  Youth  Organisation. 

Number  of  occasions  on  which  sitters-in  were  provided  ...  34 

Number  of  individual  families  to  which  sitters-in  were  provided  8 


12.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936— PART  VI 

Nursing  Homes 

The  number  of  registered  Nursing  Homes  now  in  the  borough  is  nine,  and 
the  total  number  of  beds  at  the  end  of  the  year  82,  including  27  maternity  and 
55  other  beds.  The  distribution  of  these  beds  is  given  below. 


Number  of  Beds 


Address  of  Home 

Maternity 

Other 

Total 

3 Kimbolton  Avenue 

. . . — 

10  ... 

10 

33  The  Embankment 

. . . — 

8 ... 

8 

62  Chaucer  Road  ... 

. . . — 

8 ... 

8 

24  and  26  De  Parys  venue 

14 

3 ... 

17 

34  Kimbolton  Road 

3 

9 ... 

12 

84  Castle  Road 

1 

2 ... 

3 

23  Kimbolton  Road 

.4 

7 ... 

11 

42  De  Parys  Avenue 

3 

8 ... 

11 

Bedford  and  Count}^  Girls’  Home, 
Road  North 

Park 

2 

— 

2 

Total 

27 

55 

82 

These  Homes  are  regularly  supervised  and  visited  by  Dr.  Mason,  Deputy 
Medical  Ofheer  of  Health, 
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IV.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

WATER 

Quantity  and  Quality — General 

The  water  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  generally  in  quality, 
apart  from  the  trouble  due  to  manganese  to  be  mentioned. 

Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Analyses 

Bacterial  analyses  are  carried  out  in  the  Public  Health  Department 
according  to  the  scheme  which  has  been  in  operation  for  some  years  ; sometimes 
on  special  occasions  samples  are  sent  elsewhere.  Samples  of  the  fully-treated 
water  always  reach  the  highest  standard,  and  it  is  on  rare  occasions  only  that 
samples  of  the  water  before  final  chlorination  or  of  the  effluent  from  individual 
filters  fail  to  reach  the  same  standard. 

Reports  on  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  are  given  and  are 
generally  typical. 

Chemical  Examination 

“C.  Harcourt  Wordsworth,  Chemical  Laboratory, 

B.Sc.(Lond.),  F.R.I.C.  Town  Hall,  Rosebery  Avenue, 

Public  Analyst.  London,  E.C.l. 

Tel.:  Terminus  1797  May  \0th,  1946. 

Report  upon  the  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examination  of  a sample 
of  Water  received  from  C.  H.  Blakeway,  Esqre.,  Borough  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  Horne  Lane,  Bedford.  The  sample  was  received  on  the  3rd  May, 
1946,  and  was  marked  : — 


Taken  from  cold  water  tap  in  Emergency  Labour  Ward,  Maternity 
Block,  St.  Peter’s  Hospital,  Bedford.  3.15  p.m.,  3rd  May,  1946.’ 

W.  G.  Gibson,  Bedford  Corpn.  Waterworks,  Horne  Lane. 


Chemical  Analysis  : 

Parts  per  100,0^0 

Saline  Ammonia 

0.0002 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0062 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80  degs. 

0.084 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

0.207 

Nitrites 

Nil 

Chlorine  as  chlorides 

3.2 

Hardness  Total 

32.5 

Hardness  Permanent 

12.5 

Total  Solids  ... 

49.0’ 

The  sample  was  clear  and  free  from  smell. 

A microscopic  examination  revealed  the 
fragments  and  vegetable  debris. 

presence  of  some  mineral 

Opinion  : This  is  a hard  water  of  good  organic  purity  and  it  quite  suitable 
for  use  for  all  dietetic  purposes. 


[Signed)  C.  Harcourt  Wordsworth.” 
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Bacteriological  Examination 

The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories 
(Thresh,  Beale  and  Suckling) 

Roy  C-'.  Hoather,  ILSc.,  Ph.D.,  Temporary  Addresses  : 

h'.R.I.C.,  M.R.San.L  Laboratory — Gidea  Park  College, 

Gidea  Park,  Essex. 

Ofhce — 1 Broadway,  Gidea  Park,  Essex. 
Ref.  A/TE/28  m May,  1946. 

Report  on  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  a Sample  of  Water, 
received  4th  May,  1946,  from  Borough  of  Bedford.  Labelled  : 


'Cold  water  tap  in  Emergency  Labour  Ward,  Maternity  Block,  St. 
Peter’s  Hospital,  Bedford.  Date,  3rd  May,  1946,  3.20  p.m.’ 

Taken  by  W.  G.  Gibson.  Witnessed  by  H.  Izzard  and  T.  Markham. 

[Signed)  W.  G.  Gibson. 


Number  of  ‘Bacteria’  growing  on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml.  in  : 


1 day  at  37  degs.  C. 

2 days  at  37  degs.  C. 

3 days  at  20  degs.  C. 
Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction... 
Bact.  coli  ... 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction 


...  ...  ...  ... 

...  ...  ...  ...  1 0 

800 

...  Present  — Absent  100  cc. 

...  Present  — Absent  100  c.c 

...  Present  — Absent  100  cc 


This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  having  only  a 
few  particles  of  matter  in  suspension,  and  is  of  satisfactory  bacterial  purity 
consistent  with  a wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes.  [Signed)  Gordon  Miles,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.” 


Action  to  Prevent  Contamination 

There  has  been  no  contamination  during  the  year  under  review. 

Supply  to  Dwelling  Houses 

There  has  been  no  change  to  report  from  my  recent  reports. 

Special  Remarks  on  Taste  and  Colour  Trouble  due  to 

Manganese 

During  the  summer  the  water  as  delivered  showed  a very  dark  colour  and 
complaints  of  taste  were  received.  I am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Surveyor  for 
a complete  account  of  this  trouble,  its  cause  and  elimination. 

“ Potassium  permanganate  has  been  used  to  check  algal  growths  in  the 
Storage  Reservoirs  and  Filters  for  the  past  twelve  years  without  trouble. 
The  total  usual  dose  was  1 p.p.m.,  which  was  administered  at  three  points, 
J p.p.m.  at  each  one  : — 

(1)  At  the  inlet  to  Nos.  2,  3 and  4 Storage  Reservoirs  as  received  from 
the  pumps. 

(2)  At  the  inlet  to  No.  1 Storage  Reservoir  as  received  from  Nos.  2,  3 
and  4 Storage  Reservoirs. 

(3)  At  the  Central  Chamber  immediately  prior  to  passing  on  to  the 
Slow  Sand  Filters. 
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It  is  considered  that  the  potassium  permanganate  in  oxidising  organic 
matter  splits  up  into  nascent  oxygen,  potassium  hydroxide  and  eitlier  a 
hydrated  form  of  manganese  di-oxide  or  the  simple  di-oxide,  the  latter 
insoluble  compound  being  precipitated  on  the  floors  of  the  reservoirs  or 
retained  on  the  surface  of  the  slow  sand  lilters.  For  some  time  prior  to  the 
development  of  the  taste  trouble  it  appears  that  this  process  did  not  fully 
take  place,  but  that  soluble  compounds  of  manganese  were  carried  through 
the  slow  sand  filters  and  reduced  to  an  oxidised  and  insoluble  form  within 
the  filter  outlet  wells,  and  the  Service  Reservoirs.  Iron  bacteria,  which  were 
present  in  fair  amounts,  seemed  to  play  a prominent  part  in  the  process, 
their  sheaths  being  heavily  covered  with  oxides  of  manganese  and,  to  a much 
lesser  extent,  with  oxides  of  iron. 

The  principal  focus  of  the  trouble  was  in  the  No.  4 Service  Reservoir, 
which  contained  water  having  a manganese  content  of  0.12  parts  per  million, 
of  which  0.027  p.p.m.  were  soluble.  The  horizontal  inlet  pipe,  which  formed 
a trough  or  basin,  contained  a large  quantity  of  the  remains  of  iron  bacteria 
whose  sheaths  were  covered  with  deposited  oxides  of  manganese.  This  inlet 
arrangement  has  now  been  modified  by  removing  a blank  flange  from  its  end 
and  so  making  the  retention  of  solids  impossible. 

The  remaining  Service  Reservoirs,  Nos.  1,  2 and  3 delivered  water 
containing  only  0.42  p.p.m.  of  manganese. 

The  steps  taken  to  avoid  a repetition  of  the  difficulty  have  included  the 
emptying  and  cleaning  of  Nos.  1,  3 and  4 Service  Reservoirs  (No.  2 is  to  be 
done  when  conditions  permit),  the  thorough  cleaning  and  painting  with 
special  bitumastic  paint  of  all  ironwork  exposed  to  the  filtered  water,  and  the 
cessation  of  permanganate  treatment  in  the  No.  1 Storage  Reservoir  and  the 
Central  Chamber.  The  introduction  of  microstraining  of  the  water  before 
filtration  should  eliminate  a large  proportion  of  the  plankton  from  the  water, 
which  will  make  chemical  treatment  less  of  a necessity  than  formerly.’’ 
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V.  Housing 


1.  STATISTICS 

The  following  table  gives  statistics  of  housing  work  undertaken  during 
the  year.  The  table  is  given  in  the  usual  form  with  the  exception  that  headings 
where  the  return  is  yiil  are  omitted. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : 

(1)  [a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  849 

[h)  Number  of  inspections,  including  reinspections,  made  for 

the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,068 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  [included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above]  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1936  ...  ...  41 

{h)  Number  of  inspections,  including  reinspections,  made  for 

the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  301 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  lit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  412! 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  lit  in 
consecpience  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  oliicers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  252. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV — Overcrowding  : 

[h]  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  7i 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ...  41 


2.  OBSERVATIONS  ON  STATISTICS 

The  849  houses  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  under  the  Housing. 
Acts  and  Public  Health  x\cts,  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 


I — Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  Reasonably  capable  of  repair 

(ii)  Not  requiring  repairs  

(iii)  Totally  unlit  for  human  habitation 

n — Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(i)  Minor  defects 

(ii)  Not  requiring  repairs 

Cjrand  total  ...  •••  ••• 


41 

0 

0 


412 

396 


41 


808' 


849 
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3.  NEW  HOUSES 

During  the  years  1945  and  1946  the  following  numbers  and  types  of  new 
houses  were  completed. 


New  Houses  and  Conversion — 1945  and  1946 


Prefabricated 

Houses 

Permanent 

Council 

Houses 

Erected  on 
Licences 
issued  to 
Builders 

Conversions  under 
Licences  issued  to 
Builders 

Houses  into  Flats 

Adaptations  of 
Requisitioned 
Houses 
Houses 

adapted /or  Families 

1945 

30 

— 

— 

3 

7 

20 

63 

1946 

150 

26 

38 

7 

19 

17 

60 

Totals 

180 

26 

38 

10 

26 

37 

123 

4.  HOUSING  REQUIREMENTS. 

I have  received  the  following  statement  from  the  Housing  Manager  as  to 
the  number  of  applicants  for  houses  on  the  books  at  the  time  of  writing. 


Applications  for  Houses. 

The  total  number  of  applications  for  houses  on  the  books  of  the  Corporation 
at  the  present  time  is  as  follows  : — 


1 . Applicants  with  families  in  rooms  : 

(a)  In  Bedford 

(h)  Out  of  area,  working  in  Bedford 
(c)  Out  of  area,  not  working  in  Bedford 

2.  Householders  with  families  : 

(а)  In  Bedford  

(б)  Out  of  area,  working  in  Bedford 

(c)  Out  of  area,  not  working  in  Bedford 

3.  Applicants  without  children  

4.  Single  persons  

5.  Aged  persons  

6.  Service  Forms  

Total  


1,113 

159 

177 

196 

108 

67 

884 

48 

35 

169 

2,956 


5.  OLD  PROPERTY 

At  the  present  time  it  is  clearly  impossible  seriously  to  consider  demolition 
and  replacement  of  property,  either  actually  insanitary  or  not  up  to  present-day 
standards.  ^ 
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VI.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

1.  MILK 

(a)  Premises  and  Purveyors 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  registered  premises  and  purveyors 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  » 

Number  of  cowsheds  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  purveyors  with  premises  within  the  Borough  ...  21 

Number  of  County  purveyors  on  register  ...  8 

(b)  Defence  Regulation  55G. 

Restrictions  on  Sale  of  Milk  in  Certain  Areas. 

Regulation  55G  provides  that  in  special  areas,  in  addition  to  certain  types 
of  specially  designated  milk,  only  milk  which  has  been  heat-treated  shall  be 
sold  in  such  areas,  and  a later  order  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  prescribes  tests  of 
such  milk. 

Still  no  steps  have  been  taken  with  reference  to  declaring  Bedford  a 
specified  area,  no  doubt  on  account  of  the  difficulty  experienced,  in  Bedford  and 
other  areas,  in  obtaining  any  consistent  compliance  with  the  standard  laid 
down. 

(c)  Bacteriological  Examination. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  of  milk,  either  specially 
designated  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  or  heat  treated, 
taken  for  bacteriological  or  other  special  examinations,  and  the  results  of  such 
examinations. 

In  explanation  it  may  be  said  that  the  methylene  blue  test  is  designed  to 
determine  the  bacterial  content  of  the  milk,  and  the  phosphatase  test  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  milk  has  in  fact  been  heated  to  the  standard  required. 


Specially  Designated  Milk 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 
Tested 

Bacteriologist’s  Reports  on  Samples  submitted  for 

Examination 

Pasteurised 

55 

Satisfied  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  Tests  ...  33 

Satisfied  Methylene  Blue  but  failed  to  satisfy  Phos- 
phatase Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Satisfied  Phosphatase  but  failed  to  satisfy  Methylene 
Blue  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Failed  to  satisfy  both  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Samples  submitted  for  examination  but  for  various 
reasons  tests  not  completed  ...  ...  ...  4 

Heat  Treated 

52 

Satisfied  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  Tests  ...  28 

Satisfied  Methylene  Blue  but  failed  to  satisfy  Phos- 
phatase Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Satisfied  Phosphatase  but  failed  to  satisfy  Methylene 
Blue  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Failed  to  satisfy  both  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

9 

Satisfied  Methylene  Blue  and  *).  coli  Tests  ...  ...  7 

Satisfied  Methylene  Blue  but  failed  to  satisfy  b.  coli 
Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

The  cause  of  unsatisfactory  samples  is  investigated  by  the  inspector  ; 
when  the  milk  is  produced,  or  subjected  to  treatment,  in  an  area  outside  the 
borough  boundary,  co-operation  with  the  officials  of  other  areas  is  necessary. 
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2.  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned 
during  the  year. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

(excluding 

Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

3,451 

918 

3,015 

8,525 

671 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than  tuberculosis 

2 

13 

9 

5 

2 

809 

332 

4 

90 

70 

23.50% 

37.58% 

0.2% 

1.11% 

10.73% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number 

inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  

12 

26 

1 

— 

3 

217 

164 

1 

— 

10 

6.64% 

20.69% 

0.07% 

— 

1.94% 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  weight  of  diseased  and  unsound 
home-killed  meat  condemned. 


Class  of  Animal 

T 

uberculos 

is 

Other  Diseases 

Total 

lbs. 

Whole 

Carcase 

Part 

Carcase 

and 

Offals 

lbs. 

Whole 

Carcase 

Part 

Carcase 

and 

Offals 

lbs. 

Oxen 

12 

217 

13,879 

2 

809 

10,946 

24,825 

Cows 

26 

164 

22,016 

13 

332 

11,136 

33,152 

Calves 

1 

1 

239 

2 

4 

140 

379 

Sheep  and  Lambs... 

— 

— 



5 

90 

744 

744 

Pigs  

3 

10 

645 

2 

70 

979 

1,624 

Totals 

42 

392 

36,779 

24 

1,305 

23,945 

60,724 
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3.  ICE  CREAM 

Special  attention  was  given  during  the  summer  to  ice  cream  and  the 
premises  where  this  is  manufactured  and  sold. 

Samples  were  also  taken  for  examination,  and  examined  for  bacterial 
content  at  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratories.  At  the  time  of  examin- 
ation there  was  no  generally  agreed  standard  of  bacterial  purity.  One  suggested 
standard,  the  Bardsley  Standard,  was  as  follows  : — 

Standard  A : 200,000  bacteria  per  c.c.;  h.  coli  allowed  in  0.1  c.c. 

Standard  B : 500,000  bacteria  per  c.c.;  h.  coli  allowed  in  .01  c.c. 

Of  the  total  of  36  samples  examined,  29  of  local  manufacture  and  seven 
manufactured  outside  the  Borough,  the  following  statement  gives  the  details  : 

Number  of  Samples  satisfying  : 

Standards  A and  B ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

n 

Standard  B 

Neither  Standard  A nor  Standard  B 17 

Total  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ••• 


4.  OTHER  FOODS 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  other  foods  condemned. 


Class  of  Food 

Tinned  goods — various  commodities  (3,210  containers) 
' Imported  Meats 
Prepared  Meats 

Bacon  ...  • • • • • • 

Sausage  

Fish 

Fish  Cakes 

Cheese  ...  

Eggs  

Cereals 

Crumpets  ...  

Biscuits  ...  

Tea  ... 

Confectionery  

Dried  Fruit 

Sundry  Commodities  

Total 


No.  of  lbs. 

..  5,4081 
..  116 
124 
38 

..  114 

..  6,863 
..  244 

85i 
34 

..  370 

..  681 
3 
6 
16 

..  229 

..  118 

...  14,450 
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5.  ADULTERATION  OF  FOODS 

Seventy  samples  of  milk  and  38  samples  of  other  foods  and  medicinal 
prejxirations  were  submitted  to  the  Public  x\nalyst. 

A summary  of  samples  procured,  both  of  milk,  other  foods  and  of  medicinal 
preparations,  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Table  of  Samples  Taken 


Commodity 

No.  of  Samples 

No.  Genuine 

No. 

Adulterated 

Form’] 

Inf’m’l 

Total 

Form’ 

Inf’m’l 

Total 

Form’ 

Inf’m’l 

Total 

Aspic  J elly  

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Aspirin  

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Banana  Flavour 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 



Butter  

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cake  Mixture  

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 



Castor  Oil 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

■ 

Catarrh  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 



Cocoa  Powder 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

. 



Cough  Lozenges 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

■ ■ . 



Curry  Powder  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 



. 

- — 

Eucalyptus  Oil 

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ground  Cinnamon  ... 

— 

2 

2 

_ 

2 

2 

— 





Ground  Ginger 



1 

1 

■ 

1 

1 

- 

■ — 

Ground  Nutmeg 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 



- -- 



Haslet  

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 





Iodised  Throat 

Tablets 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Lard 

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 



Lime  Compound 

1 

'1 

— 

1 

1 

- 

, 



Madeira  Cake  

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 



Malted  Milk  Tablets.. 

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 



Margarine 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- 



Marmite  

— 

1 

1 

. 

1 

1 



Meat  Pie  

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 



Milk  

70 

— 

70 

65 

— 

65 

5 



5 

Mint  Sauce  

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 

Mixed  Spice  

— 

1 

1 

, 

1 

1 

Mushroom  Ketchup  .. 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 



Mustard  

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 

Parsley  and  Thyme 
Forcemeat  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pudding  Mixture 

— 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Raspberry  Flavour  ... 

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 

Sausages,  Beef 

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 

Semolina  



1 

1 

1 

1 

Sulphur  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 

Yeast  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

70 

38 

108 

65 

38 

103 

5 

— 

5 
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The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  nature  of  samples  found 
adulterated  or  deficient,  and  the  action  taken  in  these  cases. 


Action  Taken  on  Adulterated  Samples 


Serial  No. 

of  Sample 

Commodity 

Nature  of 
Adulteration 

Remarks  as  to 
Action  Taken 

Formal 

Informal 

B.628 

— 

Milk 

4.8%  added  water 

Proceedings  taken  and  case 
dismissed. 

B.636 

■ — 

Milk  (from 
same  source 
as  sample 
B.628) 

3.6%  added  water 

Vendor  cautioned. 

B.667 

■ 

Milk 

11.0%  abstracted  fat 

Vendor  cautioned  and  action 
taken  to  improve  quality  of 
milk  as  supplied  by  Pro- 
ducer. 

B.690 

— 

Milk 

15.0%  abstracted  fat 

Case  investigated,  subse- 
quent samples  satisfactory 
— vendor  cautioned. 

B.725 

Milk 

12.0%  abstracted  fat 

Case  investigated  and  action 
taken  to  improve  quality 
of  milk  as  supplied  by 
Producer. 

In  addition,  44  samples  of  milk  were  tested  in  the  laboratory  by  the  Gerber 
Test.  39  were  up  to  and  five  below  the  standard.  Samples  found  deficient 
were  made  the  basis  for  further  action  in  determining  causes  of  deficiency  or  m 
referring  samples  to  the  Public  Analyst. 


6.  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

All  the  work  of  slaughtering  is  concentrated  in  four  slaughterhouses  under 
the  Ministry  of  Food.  963  visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises  during  the 
year  for  the  purposes  of  inspecting  the  animals  slaughtered  and  of  ensuring 
that  the  premises  are  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


7.  SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

At  the  end  of  December,  1946,  there  were  37  slaughtermen  licensed  under 
this  Act. 
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VII.  Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over.  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases 


1.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS 

(a)  General  Statistics 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year,  together  with  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital  and 
the  deaths  from  these  diseases. 


Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  year  1946 


Disease 

*Total 

cases 

notified 

t Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

deaths 

registered 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

74 

59 

9 

Diphtheria  ... 

4 

Typhoid 

Paratyphoid  ... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 
Pneumonia  ... 

19 

S4 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

4 

9 

22 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

Polioencephalitis 

Erysipelas 

1 5 

Q 

Dysentery 

Malaria 

2 

1 

1 

30 

133 

0 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 
Measles 

1 

— 

WhoopinfT  Cough 

— , 

Jaundice 

13 

— 

— 

* The  figures  are  the  true  figures  after  making  allowance  for  revision  of  diagnosis 
t Reference  is  to  Hospital  of  the  Bedford  Joint  Hospital  Board  or  other  Isolation  Hospitals 
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The  following  table  gives  an  account  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
according  to  age. 
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(b)  Individual  Diseases 

Diphtheria.  lA)iir  cases  only  occurred,  a rate  of  0.08  per  thousand 
compared  with  the  rate  of  0.28  for  England  and  Wales. 


The  rate  and  deaths  for  the  past  twenty  years  are  shown  in  the  following 
table. 


Diphtheria,  1927-1946 


Year 

Bed 

ord 

England  a 

ind  Wales 

Xiiniber  of 
('ases 

Case  Rate 
per  1,000 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 

Case  Rate 
per  1,000 

Deatli  Rate 
per  1,000 

1927 

23 

0.54 

3 

0.07 

1.33 

0.07 

1928 

28 

0.67 

1 

0.02 

1.55 

0.06 

1929 

16 

0.39 

1 

0.02 

1.59 

0.08 

1930 

13 

0.34 

1 

0.02 

1.84 

0.09 

1931 

1 

0.02 

— ■ 

— 

1.27 

0.07 

1932 

4 

0.12 

— 

— 

1.08 

0.06 

1933 

3 

0.07 

— 

— 

1.18 

0.06 

1934 

/ 

0.16 

1 

0.02 

1.70 

0.10 

1935 

43 

0.99 

2 

0.05 

1.60 

0.08 

1936 

199 

4.46 

11 

0.25 

1.39 

0.07 

1937 

69 

1.52 

2 

0.04 

1.49 

0.07 

1938 

35 

0.76 

2 

0.04 

1.58 

0.07 

1939 

16 

0.33 

— 

— 

1.14 

0.05 

1940 

8 

0.15 

1 

0.02 

1.16 

0.06 

1941 

43 

0.73 

4 

0.07 

1.25 

0.07 

1942 

33 

0.59 

4 

0.07 

l.OS 

0.05 

1943 

6 

0.11 

1 

0.02 

0.88 

0.03 

1944 

7 

0.13 



— 

0.58 

0.02 

1943 

8 

0.16 

— 

— - 

0.46 

0.02 

1946 

4 

0.08 

— 

— ■ 

0.28 

0.01 

Average 

1927-46 

28  * 

0.62 

1.7 

0.04 

1 .22 

0.06 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  in  the  last  few  years  diphtheria  has 
declined  almost  to  vanishing  point.  It  is  true  that  in  the  years  1931  to  1934 
the  disease  has  shown  a similar  dech'ne.  In  view  of  the  success  of  the  immunisa- 
tion campaign  and  the  fact  that  diphtheria  in  the  country  generally  has  in  the 
past  few  years  shown  a decline  which  can  be  attributed  only  to  immunisation, 
there  is  ground  for  hope  that  the  present  decline  in  Bedford  will  not  be  followecl 
by  a rise  in  prevalence  as  on  the  former  occasion. 


Smallpox.  Supervision  of  contacts,  mainly  persons  who  have  come  from 
abroad,  continues. 

A child  aged  10  years  was  removed  to  the  Oakley  Isolation  Hospital  in 
October  because  she  was  thought  to  be  suffering  from  smallpox.  The  help  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  was  sought,  and  in  two  or  three  days,  following  advice 
of  a medical  officer,  and  the  examination  of  pathological  specimens,  it  became 
clear  that  she  was  suffering,  not  from  smallpox,  but  from  chickenpox  of  very 
severe  type  and  presenting  other  unusual  features. 

Enteric  Fever.  No  cases  were  notified. 

Measles.  1946  was  not  an  epidemic  year  for  measles,  30  cases  only  having 
been  notified.  The  biennial  prevalence  of  this  disease  now  seems  well  estah 
lished. 
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Scarlet  Fever.  This  disease  shows  a decline  on  ])revious  years.  74  cases 
occurred,  giving  a rate  of  1.44  per  thousand  in  comparison  with  a rate  of  1.38  for 
luigland  and  Wales.  The  prevalence  of  the  disease  during  the  past  ten  years  is 
shown  in  the  following  table. 

Scarlet  Fever,  1937-1946 


Year 

Bedford 

1 1 1 

I’mgland  a 

nd  Wales 

Number  of 
Cases 

Case  Kate 
per  1,000 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 

Case  Rate 
per  1,000 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 

1937 

87 

1.92 

— 

— 

2.33 

0.01 

1938 

36 

0.79 

— 

— 

2.41 

0.01 

1939 

106 

2.20 

— • 

— • 

1.89 

0.0 1 

1940 

244 

4.59 

2 

0.04 

1.63 

0.00 

1941 

202 

3.41 

1 

0.02 

1.47 

0.00 

1942 

360 

6.39 

— 

— 

2.19 

0.00 

1943 

254 

4.75 

3.01 

0.00 

1944 

109 

2.07 

2.40 

0.00 

1945 

94 

1.84 

— ■ 

— - 

1.89 

0.00 

1946 

74 

1.44 

— 

— ■ 

1.38 

0.00 

Average 

1937-46 

157 

2.94 

0.3 

0.01 

2.06 

0.00 

Whooping  Gough.  One  hundred  and  thirty-three  cases  were  notified, 
in  contrast  with  25  in  1945  and  140  in  1944. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Nineteen  cases  were  notified. 


Cerebro- spinal  Fever.  The  epidemic  of  this  disease  which  occurred  in 
1940  and  1941  has  now  declined.  Four  cases  were  notified. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  last 


10  years. 


Cerebro-spinal  Fever,  1937-1946 


Year 


1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 
A ve  rai;e 

1937-46 


Bedford 


Niimuer  of 
Cases 

Case  Rate 
per  1,000 

Number  t/f 
Deaths 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 

Case  Rate 
per  1,000 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 

__ 



0.03 

0.02 

2 

0.04 

1 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

3 

0.06 

1 

0.02 

0.04 

0.01 

19 

0.36 

5 

0.09 

0.32 

0.06 

15 

0.25 

3 

0.05 

0.25 

0.06 

1 

0.02 

— 

— 

0.14 

0.03 

9 

0.17 

O 

0.04 

0.08 

0.02 

3 

0.06 



— 

0.05 

0.02 

5 

0.09 

2 

0.04 

0.05 

0.02 

4 

0.08 

— 

0.05 

0.01 

6 

0.11 

1.4 

0.03 

0.10 

0.03 

England  and  Wales 


Influenza.  There  were  19  deaths  from  influenza,  giving  a rate  of  0,37, 
which  may  be  compared  with  0.15  for  England  and  Wales. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  death  rate  for  the  last  10  years. 

Influenza,  1937-1946 


Year 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Bedford 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
England  and  Wale.s 

1937  

0.75 

0.45  j 

1938  

0.17 

0.11 

1939  

0.12 

0.21 

1940  

0.38 

0.32 

1941  

0.19 

0.19 

1942  

0.11 

0.09 

1943  

0.22 

0.37 

1944  

0.06 

0.12 

1945  

0.09 

0.08 

1946  

0.37 

0.15 

Average 

1937-46 

0.25 

0.21 

Jaundice.  Thirteen  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  One  death,  in 
a boy  aged  15  years,  took  place  from  infective  hepatitis. 


2.  TUBERCULOSIS 

The  follow'ng  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases,  and  the  number  of 
deaths  in  their  age  groups. 


Age  Distribution  of  Gases  and  Deaths 


New 

Cases 

Dea 

ths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

) 

Nc 

Respii 

»n- 

'atory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

i*'-  j 

0 

1 

— 

— 

1 

• — ■ 

— - 

— 

1 

Z ] 

5 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

- 

15 

3 

3 

2 



1 

20 

7 

5 





1 

25 

15 

8 

1 



4 

1 

35 

4 

8 

— 



O 

3 

1 

45 

7 

2 

1 

— 

5 

1 

55  ... 

5 

1 

— 

- 

2 

1 

65  and  upwards  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

- — ■ 

— 

Totals 

44 

30 

8 

1 

15 

8 

1 

1 

Seven  deaths  occurred  in  cases  not  previously  notified.  In  unnotified  cases 
a communication  is  addressed  to  the  doctor  certifying  death,  or  who  is  known 

to  have  been  in  previous  attendance  on  the  patient,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
cause  of  failure  to  notify. 

The  causes  of  death  of  the  two  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  were 
as  follows  : — 

1 Tuberculous  meningitis. 

1 Tuberculous  kidneys. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  for  tuberculosis  during  the  past 
ten  years. 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rates  during  Ten  Years 


All  Forms 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Year 

Number 

Rate  per 
Thousand 

Number 

Rate  per 
Thousand 

Number 

Rate  per 
Thousand 

1937  

19 

0.42 

14 

0.31 

5 

0.11 

1938  

28 

0.61 

23 

0.50 

5 

0.11 

1939  

27 

0.56 

22 

0.46 

5 

0.10 

1940  

33 

0.62 

25 

0.47 

8 

0. 15 

1941  

20 

0.34 

18 

0.30 

2 

0.03 

1942  

23  ' 

0.41 

16 

0.28 

7 

0.12 

1943  

25 

0.47 

20 

0.37 

5 

0.09 

1944  

32 

0.60 

28 

0.53 

4 

0.07 

1945  

36 

0.70 

29 

0.57 

7 

0.14 

1946  

Average 

25 

0.49 

23 

0.45 

2 

0.04 

1937-46  ... 

27 

0.52 

oo 

0.42 

5 

0.10 

In  dealing  with  small  number  of  deaths,  as  in  Bedford,  the  fluctuations  due 
to  chance  are  so  large  that  it  is  not  possible  to  determine  whether  war  conditions 
have  caused  any  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 


3.  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES 

(including  Scabies  and  Verminous  Infestation) 

General 

The  arrangements  for  the  treatment  at  the  Cleansing  Station  remained  the 
same  as  during  the  previous  year. 

The  numbers  dealt  with  showed  little  change  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

(a)  Scabies 

The  following  tables  show  the  action  taken  under  the  various  heads  in 
connection  with  treatment  of  scabies. 


Scabies  Order,  1941 

Number  of  New  Gases  of  Scabies  and  Contacts  Examined  and 
Treated  at  Cleansing  Station  during  1945. 


Bedford 

County 

N umber  of  New  Cases 

544 

131 

Number  of  Examinations 

427 

110 

Number  of  Treatments — -Diagnosed  Cases 

1,059 

243 

Contacts 

144 

13 

Total 

1,203 

256 

Number  of  Familes  concerned 

234 

55 

Number  of  Households  concerned 

188 

50 
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Legal  Notices  Served  during  1946 


Numbers 
served  for 
Inspection 
of 

Premises 

Number: 

bAaminati 

5 served  for 
on  of  Persons 

Numbers  served  for  1 

'reatment 

Number  of 
Persons 
concerned 

Number  of 
Households  in 
which  these 
Persons  were 
contained 

Number  of 
Individual 
Notices 

Number  of 
Persons 
concerned 

Number  of 
Households  in 
which  these 
Persons  were 
contained 

3 

13 

2 

31 

13 

2 

(b)  Verminous  Infestation 

The  following  table  shows  the  action  taken  in  connection  with  the 
treatment  of  verminous  heads. 


Number  of  Persons  with  Verminous  Heads  Examined  and 
Treated  at  the  Cleansing  Station  during  1946 


New 

Cases 

Treatments 

Examii 

» 

lations 

Bedford 

County 

Bedford 

County 

Bedford 

County 

Pre-School  children 

3 

10 

5 

School  children 

15 

— 

57 

— — 

28 

. 

Adults  

16 

17 

47 

63 

27 

31 

Totals  

34 

17 

114 

63 

60 

31 

In  addition,  one  man  from  a Government  Industrial  Hostel  in  the  County 
received  treatment  for  body  lice. 


4.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Ihe  following  figures  show  the  numbers  immunised  during  the  year. 

Treatment 
Treatment  begun  but  not 
completed  completed 

Children  aged  0-5  523  ...  28 

Children  aged  5-13  260  ...  19 

Other  children  and  adults 5 ...  

In  addition  to  the  figures  just  given,  425  children,  aged  5-15,  received  a 
reinforcing  injection. 

The  number  of  children,  with  their  ages,  who  had  completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  the  31st  December,  1946,  and  the  estimated 
mid-year  child  population  are  shown  in  the  following  table,  which  includes 
residents  only  and  not  children  who  were  immunised  as  evacuees. 
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Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population. 


Numbers  ol  Cliildren  who  had  completed  a full  course  of  Immunisation  at  any 

lime  up  to  31st  December,  1946 


As- (3  at  31.12.46 
i.e. 

Horn  in  year 

Under 

1 

1946 

1 

1945 

2 

1944 

3 

1943 

4 

1942 

5 to  9 
1937-1941 

10  to  14 
1932-1936 

Total 
under  15 

Number 

Immunised 

2 

\. 

254 

377 

469 

312 

j 

2,462 



2,382 

6,258 

E.stimated 

mid-year 

]v,)pu]ati<)ii, 

1946 

— Y- 

4,020 

7,170 

11,190 

The  figures  indicate  that  children  immunised  under  the  Council’s  scheme 
form  35  per  cent,  of  all  children  at  ages  from  birth  up  to  five,  while  from  five  to 
hfteen  they  form  68  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

These  figures  do  not  include  the  number  of  children  immunised  privately. 
This  is  certainly  large,  but  it  is  impossible  to  form  an  accurate  estimate.  It  is 
probable  that  not  less  than  55-60  per  cent,  of  children  under  five  have  been 
immunised,  either  under  the  Council  scheme  or  privately,  and  that  75-80  per 
cent,  of  older  children  have  been  immunised.  There  is  good  ground  for  hope, 
though  not  certainty,  that  the  proportion  now  immunised,  if  maintained,  or 
even  better,  increased,  should  prevent  the  occurrence  of  serious  outbreaks  of 
diphtheria  in  coming  years. 


VIIL  Conclusion 

Light  has  not  yet  emerged  in  Bedford  or  elsewhere  from  the  tohu-bohu  of 
plans  and  laws  which  are  to  bring  forth  the  new  world  of  improved  health  and 
increased  material  well-being  of  the  people.  If  it  is  true  that  ; — 

" . . . . there’s  a new  tribunal  now 
Higher  than  God’s — the  educated  man’s,” 
then,  since  social  progress  is  now  bringing  all  within  this  category,  and  since  the 
new  plans  are  approved  by  the  majority,  there  should  be  little  doubt  that,  when 
creation  finally  appears  out  of  chaos,  the  final  verdict  of  this  highest  tribunal 
will  be  that  everything  is  very  good.  But  even  now  doubts  are  expressed, 
in  places  where  they  were  little  heard  before,  whether  the  conditions 
whidi  must  be  satisfied  before  the  plans  can  reach  fulfilment  are  in  fact  being 
satisfied.  And  still  medical  officers  and  their  staffs  are  faced  on  all  sides 
with  difficulties— shortage  of  houses,  shortage  of  nurses,  of  midwives,  of 
domestic  help  in  homes  and  hospitals,  some  perhaps  soon  to  be  remedied ; but 
for  some  no  remedy  is  in  sight.  And  yet  it  is  easier  to  get  luxuries  and  super- 
fluities, the  things  themselves  and  work  directed  thereto,  rather  than  the 
necessities  and  decencies  of  life  in  health  and  sickness  ; as  if,  in  truth,  modern 
civilisation,  in  obtaining  many  of  its  wishes,  were  afflicted  with  the  curse  of 
Midas,  and  were  destined  to  starve  while  turning  all  it  touches  into  gold.  If 
this  or  something  like  this,  is  in  fact  true,  then  it  may  be  that  the  plans  will  fail, 
that  man’s  tribunal  is  not  the  highest  of  all  ; and  it  has  been  perhaps  well  said 
that  among  the  angels  man  is  known,  not  by  the  name  he  gives  himself,  homo 
sapiens,  but  by  another  name,  homo  insipiens  damnatus. 
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Report  of 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

F.  C.  HAYNES,  Cert.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


I.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  following  Report  shows  the  general  and  detailed  nature  of  the  duties 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  Department  during  the  year  1946. 

This  Report  includes  particulars  with  regard  to  Sanitary  Inspections  of 
the  Area  : in  conjunction  with  details  with  regard  to  matters  referred  to  in 
the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  relating  to  Housing  (Section  V) 
and  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  (Section  VI). 


1.  SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS  AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE  DUTIES 

Housing 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Regulations 

No.  of  Houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  

***  ••• 

No.  of  Houses  found  to  be  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation 
No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

No.  of  Houses  where  nuisances  were  discovered  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts 

No.  of  Re-visits  to  Houses  and  Premises  under  Housing  and  Public 
Health  Acts "" 

*No.  of  Houses  remedied  under  Housing  Act 
No.  of  Houses  where  Nuisances  remedied  under  Public  Health  Acts 
No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  which  were  outstanding 
at  end  of  1946  ..  ^ 

Overcrowding 

No.  of  Visits 

•••  ...  ...  ,,, 

No.  of  Houses  found  to  be  overcrowded 

No.  of  Houses  where  overcrowding  abated 

* This  figure  includes  four  houses  inspected  in  1945  and  remedied  in  1946 
t The  remaining  outstanding  notices  are  in  hand. 

Infectious  Diseases 

No.  of  Visits  made 
No.  of  Rooms  disinfected 

Ny.  of  Articles  of  Clothing,  Bedding,  etc.,  disinfected 

. Mo.  Of  Visits  made  in  connection  with  Scabies  

•••  •••  .... 


41 

41 

808 

412 

1,219 

37 

t252 

8 


11 

7 

4 


245 

91 

4,825 

248 


• * • 


44 


BICDKOKD  HICALTH  KICPOKT 


Drainage 

No.  of  House  Drains  tested  on  payment  of  fee  

No.  of  House  Drains  where  defects  found  

No.  of  Nursing  Home  or  Hospital  Drams  tested 

No.  of  Nursing  Home  or  Hospital  Drains  where  defects  found 

No.  of  School  and  Boarding  House  Drains  tested 

No.  of  School  and  Boarding  House  Drains  where  defects  found  . 
No.  of  Drains  tested  on  complaint,  or  inspected  during  alterations 

No.  of  Drains  where  defects  found  

No.  of  Re-visits  for  inspection  during  repairs  or  reconstruction  . 

No.  of  Re-tests  made  to  drains  


1 

1 


40 

19 

239 

138 

241 

37 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

No.  of  Visits  made  to  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops 


Slaughterhouses 

No.  of  Visits  to  Slaughterhouses 


Other  Food  Premises 


No.  of  Visits  to  Shops  and  Premises  where 
for  sale 

No.  of  Visits  to  Bakehouses  


Food  is  sold  and  prepared 


1 ,058 
192 


Factories 

No.  of  Visits  to  Factories  with  mechanical  power  ... 
No.  of  Visits  to  Factories  without  mechanical  power 
No.  of  Visits  to  Outworkers’  Premises  

Shops  Act 

No.  of  Visits  made 

Offices 

No.  of  Visits  made 

Fish  Frying  Premises 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Premises 

Offensive  Trades 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Premises 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

No.  of  Visits  made  ...  •••  

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

No.  of  Visits  made  


352 

15(S 

14 


236 


11 


83 

9 


384 


Animals  (Premises) 

No.  of  Visits  made 


9 
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Moveable  Dwellings,  Caravans,  etc. 

No.  of  Msits  made 

Places  of  Entertainment 

No.  of  \dsits  made 

Public  Houses,  Refreshment  Houses  and  Hotels 

No.  of  Visits  made  

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Acts 

No.  of  Visits  made  to  Premises  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 
No.  of  Visits  made  to  Premises  by  Rodent  Officer  ...  ...  ' 

Rent  Restriction  Acts 

No.  of  Complaints  in  connection  with  Excessive  Rents  

No.  of  Investigations  

No.  of  Interviews  

No.  of  Extortionate  Charges  

Sundry  Nuisances 

No.  of  Visits  made  with  reference  to  complaints  or  nuisances 

discovered 

•••  ••• 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

No.  of  Visits  made  (Unclassified) 

No.  of  Visits  made  (Government  Evacuation  Scheme) 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling 

No.  of  Samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
No.  of  Informal  Samples  procured  and  examined  in  the  Laboratory 
of  the  Public  Health  Department 
No.  of  Samples  of  Graded  Milk  submitted  for  examination  ' 

No.  of  Samples  of  Ice  Cream  submitted  for  examination 

General  Administration 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  under  Housing  Act 
No.  of  Informal  Notices, served  under  Public  Health  Acts 
No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  under  the  Shops  Acts 
No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  under  Factories  Act  *.* 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  under  various  Bvelaws  Orders  and 
Regulations ^ / 

Total  No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  ... 

Total  Statutory  Notices  served  : 

Housing  Act 

Public  Health  Act 

Total  Legal  Proceedings  taken  under  : 

Public  Health  Acts 
Housing  Act 
food  and  Drugs  Act 
Rent  Restriction  Act 

Other  Statutes,  Orders  or  Regulations 


59 


39 


294 


43 

2,342 


88 

88 

366 

69 


23 


916 

161 


108 

44 

116 

36 


41 

412 

5 

34 

84 

5 

581 

1 

2 


1 

6 
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2.  TABLE  SHOWING  DETAILED  NATURE  OF  WORK 
CARRIED  OUT  AS  A RESULT  OF  INSPECTIONS 


(a)  Dwelling  Houses 

General  Improvements 

No.  of  Defective  Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

No.  of  Defective  Chimney  Heads  repaired  or  renewed 

No.  of  Eavesgutters  and  Downspouts  repaired  or  renewed 

No.  of  Damp  Walls  remedied  ... 

No.  of  Defective  Walls,  Brickwork  and  Pointing  made  sound 

No.  of  Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated 

No.  of  Defective  Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

No.  of  Defective  Windows  repaired  or  renewed 
No.  of  Defective  Walls  underfixed 

No.  of  New  Sills  provided  or  repairs  to  Windows  and  Doors 

No.  of  New  Windows  fixed  to  provide  additional  light  

No.  of  Defective  Doors  repaired  or  renewed  

No.  of  Defective  Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed 
No.  of  Defective  Stair  Treads  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

No.  of  Handrails  provided  to  stairs 

No.  of  Coppers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  

No.  of  Defective  Coppers  repaired  or  renewed 
No.  of  Coppers  removed  ...  ...  ... 

No.  of  Rooms  provided  with  permanent  means  of  ventilation 

No.  of  Defective  Food  Cupboards  made  sound  ...  

No.  of  Glazed  Sinks  provided  in  lieu  of  defective  stone  sinks 

No.  of  Sinks  and  Waste  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

No.  of  Walls  cemented  or  tiled  at  back  of  sinks 
No.  of  Fasteners  repaired  to  Doors  and  Windows 
No.  of  Ceilings  underdrawn  or  reinstated 
No.  of  Washbasins  renewed  or  provided 

No.  of  Defective  Service  Pipes  repaired  

No.  of  Bathrooms  ceiled  oh  

No.  of  Baths  installed  ... 

No.  of  Repairs  to  Baths 

No.  of  Rent  Books  with  absence  of  Owner’s  name  and  address  ... 
No.  of  Rent  Books  with  absence  of  permitted  number 
No.  of  Rent  Books  with  absence  of  Medical  Oiheer  of  Health’s  name 
and  address  ... 


76 

16 

56 

28 

29 

265 

50 

62 

10 

11 

3 
14 
47 

9 

14 
2 

15 
1 

10 

11 

9 

20 

7 

56 

2 

4 
1 
1 

20 

4 

2 

2 

9 


Water  Closets 

No.  of  Premises  where  additional  W.C.  provided  ... 

No.  of  Premises  where  defective  W.C.  repaired  or  rebuilt  ... 

No.  of  Premises  where  pedestal  W.C.  provided  in  lieu  of  pail  closet. 
No.  of  W.C.s  screened  off  from  barns  and  provided  with  independent 

access 

No.  of  New  W.C.s  built  

No.  of  Pedestal  pans  provided  in  lieu  of  boxed-in  pans  

No.  of  Lift-up  seats  provided  in  lieu  of  boxed-in  seats 
No.  of  W.C.  seats  repa  red  or  renewed 

No.  of  Defective  cisterns  or  httings  repaired  or  renewed  

No.  of  Premises  where  W.C.  compartments  cleansed 

No.  of  Premises  where  ventilation  and  lighting  provided  ... 

No.  of  Premises  where  water  supply  provided 

No.  of  Floors  repaired 

No.  wh'.re  Spouting  repaired 


1 

19 


1 

5 

52 

1 

3 

20 

21 


16 

1 
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Outhouses 

No.  of  Defective  Outhouses  repaired  or  rebuilt 
No.  of  Defective  Spoutings  repaired  or  renewed 
No.  of  Defective  Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

No.  of  Outhouses  cleansed 
No.  of  Outhouses  demolished  ... 

No.  of  Doors  provided  ... 

Drainage 

No.  of  Blocked  Drains  cleared  and  flushed  ... 

No.  of  Defective  Drains  repaired  or  partially  reconstructed 

No.  of  Defective  Drains  wholly  relaid 

No.  of  Interception  traps  fixed 

No.  of  Inspection  Chambers  constructed 

No.  of  Inspection  Chambers  repaired 

No.  of  New  Covers  provided  to  Inspection  Chambers 
No.  of  Fresh  Air  Inlets  provided  to  Interception  Traps 
No.  of  New  Covers  provided  to  Gulleys 
No.  of  Soil  and  Vent  Pipes  repaired  ... 

Yards 

No.  of  Houses  at  which  Yards  were  paved 

No.  of  Houses  at  which  Yard  paving  was  repaired  or  renewed  !!! 
No.  of  Boundary  Walls  repaired  or  renewed *’* 

No.  of  Nuisances  abated  arising  from  accumulation  of  filth  or 

keeping  of  Animals  

No.  of  Sanitary  Dustbins  provided  


9 

2 


1 

3 


22 

154 

4 

3 

4 
4 

4 

5 
2 
7 


1 

9 

19 

12 

36 


Infectious  and  Other  Diseases 

No.  of  Rooms  disinfected 

No.  of  Articles  of  Bedding,  Clothing,  etc.,  disinfected 
No.  of  Rooms  stripped  and  cleansed  after  infectious  disease 


91 

4,825 


Disinfestation 

No.  of  Rooms  disinfested 

No.  of  yticles  of  Bedding,  Clothing,  etc.,  steam  disinfested 
No.  of  Articles  destroyed 


119 

1,125 

80 


Slaughterhouses  (b)  Other  Premises 


No.  where  Defective  Roofs  and  Spouting  remedied 
No.  where  Defective  Walls  or  Ceilings  remedied  !!!  ^ 

No.  where  Defective  Floors  or  Yard  Paving  remedied 
No.  where  Other  Improvements  carried  out 

No.  where  Blocked  Drains  or  Defective  Drains  remeied  or 
reconstructed 


No.  where  Defective  Lighting  and  Ventilation  remedied 

No.  where  Regular  periodic  limewashing  and  general  cleansi’i 
carried  out 


No.  of  Dustbins  provided 


Animals  (Premises) 

No.  where  Structural  Defects  remedied 

No.  where  Limewashing  and  General  Cleansing  carried  out 


1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 


1 

4 
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Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

No.  of  Existing  Dairies  reconstructed  

No.  of  Existing  Dairies  at  which  other  improvements  carried  out... 
No.  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  where  limewashing  and  general 
cleansing  carried  out 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

No.  where  Structural  Defects  remedied 

No.  where  Other  Improvements  carried  out  ... 

No.  where  Limewashihg  and  General  Cleansing  carried  out 


Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

No.  where  Structural  Defects  remedied  

No.  where  Floors  repaired  

No.  where  Additional  Ventilation  provided 

No.  where  Additional  Artificial  Light  provided  

No.  of  Yards  repaved  , •••  ••• 

No.  of  Drains  reconstructed  or  repaired,  and  Inspection  Chambers 

built,  and  Soil  and  Vent  Pipes  fixed  

No.  of  W.C.  Pedestal  Pans  fixed  

No.  where  Additional  Glazed  Sinks  fixed 

No.  of  Water  Service  Supply  Pipes  fixed  ...  ... 

No.  where  Defective  Sinks  replaced  with  Glazed  Sinks  

No*,  where  Rooms  and  Staircases  and  Passages  cleansed  and 
redecorated  ... 

No.  where  Additional  Cookers  provided  

No.  where  W.C.  fittings  repaired  or  renewed  

No.  where  Damp  Rooms  remedied  

No.  where  Other  Improvements  carried  out 


Smoke  Abatement 

No.  of  Structural  improvements 

No.  of  Smoke-preventing  Apparatus  installed 

Factories  (including  Bakehouses) 

No.  where  Defective  Walls  or  Ceilings  remedied  

No.  where  Defective  Floors  remedied  

No  where  Other  Improvements  carried  out  ...  ...  

No.  where  Defective  Lighting  or  ventilation  remedied  ...  ... 

No.  where  Sanitary  Accommodation  requirements  complied  with  . 

(a)  Provided  

(b)  Repaired  ...  • • • • • • • • • 

(0  Not  separate  for  sexes  •••  ••• 

No.  where  Regular  periodic  Limewashing  and  general  Cleansing 

carried  out  ... 

No.  where  Register  provided 

No.  where  Sinks  provided  

No.  where  Dustbins  provided 

No.  where  Water  Supply  provided  

No  where  Thermometers  fixed 

No.  where  Accumulation  of  Refuse  removed  


SANITARY  INSPIRATION  OF  THJA  AREA  49 

Public  Houses  and  Hotels 

No.  where  Flushing  tanks  provided  to  Urinals  ...  ...  ...  1 

Xo.  of  Urinals  screened  ...  ...  ...  ...  .••  •••  •••  i 

Xo.  of  Urinals  paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  j 

Xo.  of  Urinals  cleansed,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  d 

Xo.  of  Urinals  built,  together  with  sparge  pipe  — 

Xo.  of  Additional  W.C.s  provided  

Xo.  of  Pedestal  Pans  lixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  d 

Xo.  of  Soil  and  Vent  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed  1 

Xo.  of  W.C.  Compartments  repaired,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Xo.  of  W.C.  Compartments  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Xo.  where  Lighting  and  Ventilation  provided  to  W.C.s  2 

Xo.  where  Drainage  repaired  or  renewed  2 

Xo.  where  Paving  made  sound  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Xo.  of  Sinks  provided  in  Bar  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  Waste  Pipes  provided  to  Sinks  in  Bar  ...  ...  ...  • 1 

No.  where  Water  Supply  provided  over  Sink  in  Bar  

Refreshment  Houses,  Restaurant  Kitchens,  Food  Preparing  Rooms 

No.  where  Structural  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

No.  where  Other  Improvements  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

No.  where  Limewashing  and  General  Cleansing  carried  out  ...  45 

No.  where  W.C.s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  where  Washbasins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  where  Urinals  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Nuisances  abated  arising  from  accumulation  of  rubbish  ...  4 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

No.  where  Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  where  Other  Improvements  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  where  Additional  Windows  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  where  Additional  Ventilation  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  where  Water  Supply  laid  on  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  where  Walls  cleansed  and  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

No.  where  Pedestal  Pan  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  where  Refrigerator  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  where  Drains  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  where  Additional  W.C.s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  where  Accumulation  of  Refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  4 

Shops 

No.  of  W.C.s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

No.  of  W.C.  Compartments  repaired  or  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  i 

No.  where  suitable  arrangements  made  for  W.C.  accommodation  ...  1 

No.  of  Pedestal  Pans  provided  in  lieu  of  defective  pans  ...  ...  

No.  of  Lift-up  Seats  provided  to  pans...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

No.  of  W.C.  Compartments  lighted  or  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  

No.  of  Drains  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  where  W ashing  facilities  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  where  suitable  arrangements  made  for  Washing  facilities  ...  1 

Heating  provided  j 

Ventilation  provided  

No.  of  Shops  or  Stores  cleansed  and  redecorated  6 

No.  of  Defective  Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  
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Shops — continued 

No.  where  Defective  Yard  Paving  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  where  Other  Im])rovements  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  where  Accumulation  of  Refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Offices 

No.  of  Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  Rooms  provided  with  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  W.C.s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  Rooms  where  Heating  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  Urinals  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Washbasins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  Pedestal  Pans  fixed  in  lieu  of  boxed-in  pans  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  Soil  and  Vent  Pipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  Yards  paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  W.C.s  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  Inspection  Chambers  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  where  Water  Supply  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  where  Structural  Alterations  carried  out...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  where  Other  Improvements  carried  but  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  Rest  Rooms  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


SANITARY  INSPF.CTION  OF  THF  AREA 


51 


II.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

1.  GENERAL 

(a)  Housing  Act,  1936 

During  the  year  41  houses  were  inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932,  and  informal  notices  were  served  upon  the  owners  to 
put  the  houses  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair.  Of  these  notices,  33  were  com- 
plied with  ; the  remainder  are  in  hand.  In  one  instance  it  was  found  necessary 
to  serve  formal  notices  upon  the  owner,  and  the  works  were  then  carried  out 
by  him. 

This  year  it  was  again  found  impracticable  to  carry  out  the  general  routine 
inspection  of  houses  under  the  above  named  Act,  owing  to  the  continued 
difficulty  of  obtaining  the  necessary  skilled  labour,  and  the  shortage  of  materials, 
it  being  considered  advisable  that  for  the  time  being  the  greater  part  of  skilled 
labour  should  be  concentrated  on  the  erection  of  houses.  Therefore,  only  where 
complaints  were  received  was  action  taken  under  this  Act.  However,  it  is 
hoped  that  as  soon  as  general  conditions  become  easier,  routine  inspections  of 
houses  can  again  be  commenced,  as  a number  of  houses  are  now  getting  into  a bad 
state  of  repair. 

One  thousand,  two  hundred  and  nineteen  visits  were  made  during  the  year 
to  supervise  works  of  repair,  both  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts. 

No  houses  were  represented  as  being  unfit  during  the  year. 

The  fourteen  houses  situated  at  Goldington  which  were  condemned  in  1939 
are  still  being  occupied  by  evacuees  under  licence  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
Several  visits  have  been  made  to  these  cottages  to  see  that  the  same  are  in  a 
fair  condition. 

(b)  Purchase  of  Property 

In  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  Corporation,  a further  22  houses  of 
unfit  or  low  standard  and  situate  in  proposed  redevelopment  areas,  were 
purchased  at  little  more  than  site  value.  Repairs  have  been  carried  out  to 
these  properties  by  the  Housing  Manager,  so  that  for  the  time  being  they  can  be 
used  for  housing  families. 

During  the  past  three  years  some  70  houses  have  been  purchased  under  this 
scheme  by  the  Corporation,  and  these  houses  are  still  being  used  for  housing 
accommodation. 

(c)  General  Condition  of  Houses  in  the  Borough 

There  is  no  change  in  the  conditions  as  stated  in  the  report  for  1945. 

Baths.  With  regard  to  the  estimated  5,000  houses  in  the  Borough 
without  baths,  some  20  baths  have  been  installed  in  houses  during  the  year, 
but  the  general  drive  for  the  provision  of  baths  cannot  be  proceeded  with  until 
materials  are  readily  available. 

(d)  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

During  the  year,  808  houses  were  inspected  under  the  provisions  of  the 
above  Act,  and  at  412  minor  defects  or  nuisances  were  found  to  exist,  and  of 
these  252  were  abated  as  a result  of  informal  action.  The  remam'ng  notices 
are  in  hand. 

In  addition,  inspections  were  made  of  hotels,  refreshment  houses,  houses  of 
public  entertainment,  and  offices. 

Section  75 — Dustbins.  There  has  been  great  difficulty  during  the  year 
in  obtaining  dustbins,  owing  to  shortage  of  materials,  but  in  36  instances,  as  the 
result  of  informal  notices,  dustbins  have  been  supplied. 
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Some  difficulty  has  been  ex])erienced  with  the  owner  of  a large  number  of 
houses  in  this  Borough  as  to  whether  it  is  the  duty  of  the  owner  or  occujiier  of  a 
house  to  provide  the  dustbin.  This  has  been  brought  about  by  the  decision  of  a 
London  Court,  whereby  the  occupier  and  not  the  owner  was  ref|uired  to  supply  a 
dustbin.  After  some  discussion  on  the  matter  with  the  owner  of  the  Ifedford 
houses,  however,  he  agreed  to  supply  dustbins. 

When  conditions  become  normal,  the  question  of  the  Local  Authority 
supplying  dustbins  in  accordance  with  Sub-section  3 of  Section  75,  i.e.,  at  an 
annual  charge  not  exceeding  2s.  6d.  per  bin,  should  be  duly  considered,  as,  in 
my  opinion,  this  practice  would  be  conducive  to  a more  efficient  storage  and 
collection  of  refuse,  and  assist  this  Department  by  the  curtailment  of  visits  by 
Sanitary  Inspectors  and  the  sending  of  notices,  etc.,  thus  allowing  more  time  for 
work  of  vital  importance. 

(e)  Various  Acts,  Byelaws,  Orders  and  Regulations 

The  work  of  inspection  of  premises  such  as  shops,  factories,  dairies,  cow- 
sheds and  bakehouses,  etc.,  was  carried  out  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  same 
complied  with  the  provisions  relating  to  these  classes  of  premises. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  notices  served  to  secure  com- 
pliance with  the  provisions  of  the  various  Statutes,  Byelaws,  Orders  and 
Regulations.  Notices  Served 


Statute 

Informal  Statutory 

Housing  Act... 

41  ...  1 

Public  Health  Act  ... 

412  ...  2 

Shops  Act 

5 ...  — 

Factories  Act 

34  ...  — 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

84  ...  — 

Various  Byelaws,  Orders  and  Regulations 

5 ...  — 

X (3X3.I.  •••  ••• 
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2.  DRAINAGE 

The  following  table  is  a summary  of  the  houses  and 

other  premises  at  which 

drains  were  tested  or  inspected  and  repair  work  carried  out. 


Type  of  Premises 

No. 

tested 

No. 

inspected 

No.  where 
defects 
found 

No. 

wholly 

relaid 

No. 

repaired 

(i)  Private  Plouses  : 

(«)  On  payment  of  fee 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

\b)  On  complaint,  etc. 

— 

215 

114 

2 

112 

(ii)  Schools  and  Boarding  Houses 
{a)  Harpur  Trust  

25 

15 

— ■ 

9 

— 

9 

{b)  Private  

— 

10 

— - 

10 

(iii)  Nursing  Homes  

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  Hospitals  

— 

24 

— 

— 

— 

(v)  Other  premises  

— 

24 

2 

22 

Totals 

41 

239 

158 

4 

154 

Two  hundred  and  forty-one  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  supervising 
the  reconstruction  of  drains,  and  37  re-tests  were  carried  out. 

During  the  year,  the  periodic  testing  of  drains  in  connection  with  schools 
and  their  boarding  houses  was  renewed. 

At  two  factory  premises,  drains  have  been  laid  on  to  the  public  sewer  so  as 
to  secure  water  closet  accommodation  on  the  premises. 
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The  Maltings  Cottage,  Anipthill  Road.  Owing  to  the  shortage  of 
labour  and  materials,  it  was  not  possible  to  carry  out  the  work  recpiired  at  this 
house,  but  this  should  be  completed  by  the  summer  of  1947. 

3.  OVERCROWDING 

'riiere  is  no  doubt  that  tliere  are  a number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  in  the 
Borough,  but  without  a general  survey  it  is  impossible  to  give  a figure.  In 
seven  cases,  however,  serious  overcrowding  was  discovered,  and  in  co-operation 
with  the  Housing  Manager,  four  were  abated  by  finding  other  accommodation, 
while  it  is  hoped  to  rehouse  the  families  concerned  in  the  three  remaining  cases 
during  1947.  It  will  not  be  possible,  of  course,  to  abate  all  cases  until  there  is  a 
sufficient  supply  of  houses,  and  it  is  useless  taking  legal  action  until  these  are 
available. 

The  overcrowding  is  generally  brought  about  by  one  or  two  causes  : (1)  the 
tenant  taking  in  families  for  profit,  or  (2)  occupiers  whose  children  have  married 
and  continue  to  reside  with  them  together  with  their  offspring. 

During  the  year,  13  applications  were  received  from  landlords  and  agents  to 
supply  the  permitted  number. 

4.  OFFICE  PREMISES 

Nineteen  inspections  were  made  of  office  premises  during  the  year,  and  at 
four  premises  additional  W.C.s  were  provided,  together  with  washing  facilities. 


5.  HOTELS  AND  PUBLIC  HOUSES 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-four  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during 
the  year,  and  the  same  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

In  the  majority  of  the  bars  to  the  public  houses  in  this  Borough  there  is  no 
hot  water  provided  for  the  washing  of  glasses  and  utensils,  and  at  the  moment 
there  is  no  legal  obligation  to  provide  this,  but  from  a hygienic  point  of  view, 
this  is  very  essential.  The  owners  have  been  interviewed  and  advised  to  instal 
apparatus  to  provide  hot  water  over  the  sinks  in  the  bars,  and  this  they  have 
consented  to  do  as  soon  as  the  necessary  licences  are  granted. 

With  regard  to  sanitary  accommodation,  there  is  sufficient  at  all  the 
premises,  but  at  a number  of  the  houses,  the  accommodation  is  situated  in  the 
yard,  some  distance  from  the  bars,  and  this,  in  my  opinion,  it  not  satisfactory, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  not  under  proper  supervision  and  nuisances  are  often  committed 
in  the  yard.  I have  taken  up  with  the  owners  the  question  of  providing 
lavatories  within  the  buildings,  and  this  they  are  also  prepared  to  do  as  soon  as 
licences  can  be  granted. 

At  two  public  houses  in  the  Borough — The  Anglers’  Rest,  Clapham  Road, 
and  The  Anchor,  Old  Fenlake — the  sanitary  accommodation  consists  of  “pail 
closets,”  there  being  no  sewer  available,  but  the  owners  have  been  interviewed 
and  they  are  willing  to  instal  W.C.s  as  soon  as  the  sewer  becomes  available. 

6.  CAFES 

There  are  39  refreshment  houses  within  the  Borough,  including  one  British 
Restaurant. 

At  19  of  these  premises  the  occupiers  were  requested  to  cleanse  and  re- 
decorate the  kitchens  and  dining  rooms,  and  this  was  duly  carried  out. 

One  new  premises  was  opened  during  the  year,  and  extensive  works  of 
adaptation  at  these  premises  were  carried  out. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  visits  have  been  made  to  food  premises  to  see 
that  the  kitchens  and  utensils  and  dining  rooms  are  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 
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7.  BAKEHOUSES 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  47  bakehouses  on  the  register,  but  only 
40  were  being  used.  None  of  these  comes  witliin  the  “underground”  class. 

At  three  of  these  premises  enlargements  were  made,  and  at  four  the  floor 
joists  to  the  room  overhead  were  underdrawn  so  as  to  give  a flat  ceiling  to  the 
bakehouse,  and  thus  avoid  dust-traps.  In  17  instances  the  walls  and  ceilings 
were  scraped  and  properly  painted  in  lieu  of  limewashing,  whilst  at  four  glazed 
sinks  with  hot  water  supply  were  provided. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-two  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the 

3^ear. 

8.  ICE  CREAM  PREMISES 

The  following  is  a list  of  ice  cream  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  19 

vSale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 


Inspections  were  made  to  premises  where  ice  cream  is  manufactured  and 
sold,  and  at  14  works  of  redecoration  and  structural  alterations  were  carried 
out.  Inspections  were  also  made  of  premises  where  ice  cream  is  on  sale, 
and  these  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition.  This  commodity  is 
usually  either  pre-packed  or  stored  in  cabinets. 

9.  MANUFACTURE  OF  PRESERVED  FOODS,  &c. 

Sausages.  Inspections  were  made  to  36  premises  where  sausages  are 
manufactured,  and  at  two  premises  structural  alterations  were  made  and 
works  of  redecoration  were  carried  out  at  18. 

10.  FISH  FRYING. 

Inspections  were  made  of  22  fish  frying  and  curing  premises,  and  at  1 1 works 
of  redecoration  were  carried  out. 

11.  SWEETS 

Inspections  were  made  of  the  two  premises  at  which  sweets  are  manufac- 
tured, and  these  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

12.  OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

Nine  visits  were  made  to  the  premises  at  which  offensive  trades  are  carried 
on,  namely  rag  and  bone  dealers.  These  premises  were  found  to  be  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

13.  PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT 

Thirty-nine  inspections  were  made  of  the  four  cinemas  and  one  theatre  in 
the  Borough  during  the  year,  when  it  was  found  that  the  premises  were  gener- 
ally being  maintained  in  a cleanly  condition,  and  the  sanitary  accommodation 
was  satisfactory. 

A report  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  was  submitted  to  the  Licensing 
Authority  (Bedfordshire  County  Council)  in  respect  of  the  cinemas,  and  to  the 
Watch  Committee  with  regard  to  the  theatre. 

In  addition,  inspection  was  also  made  of  the  dance  halls  in  the  town,  and 
at  one  premises,  which  has  recently  been  vacated  by  the  military,  works  of 
alteration  to  sanitary  accommodation  and  redecoration  have  been  carried  out. 
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14.  SHOPS  ACT,  1934 

Section  10 — Health  and  Comfort  of  Shop  Workers 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-six  ins}>ections  were  made  to  sliop  premises  during 
the  vear,  and  generally  they  were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  apart  from  ten,  at  which  the  following  works  were  carried  out 
at  six,  works  of  redecoration  ; at  two,  additional  washing  facilities  provided  ; 
at  one,  an  additional  W.C.  provided  ; and  at  one,  additional  heating. 


15.  RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

The  work  of  eradication  of  these  pests  was  continued  during  the  year,  and 
the  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  infestation  and  the  action  taken. 


No.  of 
Premises 
\usited 

Deg 

ree  of  I 

nfestati( 

)ii 

Treatment 

Estimated 

Con- 

tracts 

entered 

into 

Ty})e  of 
Premises 

He 

50- 

avy 

100 

Me 

12- 

d’m 

-50 

Sn 

1- 

lall 

-12 

Free 

No. 

of 

No.  of 
T reat- 

Ver 

Desti 

min 

•oyed 

R 

M 

R 

M 

R 

M 

Visits 

ments 

R 

M 

Business 

Premises 

653 

1 

— 

9 

2 

28 

10 

603 

182 

53 

521 

219 

29 

Private 

Houses 

608 

2 

315 

80 

213 

1,310 

395 

960 

657 

— 

Other  ... 

23 

1 

— 

2 

— 

14 

— 

6 

28 

17 

135 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

1,284 

2 

- 

11 

4 

357 

90 

822 

1,520 

465 

1,616 

876 

29 

On  inspection,  many  Causes  of  complaint  were  found  to  be  small  infesta- 
tions, due  in  most  cases  to  the  keeping  of  poultry,  rabbits,  etc. 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  table  the  infestation  in  the  Borough  is  not  serious, 
and  this,  in  my  opinion,  is  due  to  the  constant  supervision  over  a number  of 
years. 

A sum  of  £26  was  recovered  during  the  year  for  work  carried  out  at  business 
premises  under  contract.  As  can  be  seen,  this  service  cannot  be  made  a paying 
proposition,  but  the  main  object  of  the  service  is  to  eradicate  the  pests  and  save 
considerable  damage  to  food  by  these  rodents,  and  accordingly  the  balance  of 
expenses  incurred  in  this  service  has  been  met  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Mr.  Smart,  Rodent  Officer,  resigned  on  the  31st  March,  and  Mr.  H.  Walker, 
a member  of  the  staff  returned  from  the  Forces,  was  given  previous  training  and 
commenced  duties  on  the  1st  April. 

The  work  of  eradication  of  rats  in  sewers  is  carried  out  by  the  Borough 
Surveyor’s  Department,  with,  I understand,  very  good  results.  This  work,  in 
my  opinion,  has  considerably  reduced  infestations  by  rats,  as  at  one  time  many 
of  the  sewers  were  much  infested. 

Only  one  meeting  of  the  Workable  Areas  Committee,  covering  the  Borough, 
Kempston  Urban  District  and  Bedford  Rural  District,  was  held  during  the 
year,  when  reports  as  to  action  taken  by  the  various  authorities  were  submitted. 

Mr.  Bishop,  the  Assistant  Divisional  Rodent  Officer,  has  had  numerous 
interviews  with  me  during  the  year,  and  has  expressed  satisfaction  with  regard 
to  the  work  of  eradication  of  rats  in  the  Borough. 
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16.  RENT  RESTRICTION  ACTS,  1920-1939 

During  the  year  41  complaints  were  received  regarding  unfurnished 
accommodation  and  47  in  connection  with  furnished  accommodation.  All 
were  investigated  and  details  are  given  in  the  following  tables. 


Unfurnished  Accommodation 


Type  of 
Letting 

Rent 

Charged 

Rent 

Exces- 

sive 

Rent 

Reduced 

to 

Remarks 

House  (6  rooms) 

10/-  p.w. 

Yes 

8/3  p.v/. 

Excess  rent  of  £21210  to  be  refunded 

4 rooms 

30/-  p.w. 

Yes 

22/6  p.w. 

Excess  rent  refunded 

4 rooms 

25/-  p.w. 

Yes 

15/-  p.w. 

Excess  of  rent  ;^12  refunded 

6 rooms 

27/-  p.w. 

Yes 

17/6  p.w. 

Excess  rent  to  be  refunded 

3 rooms 

30/—  p.w. 

Yes 

20/—  p.w. 

3 rooms 

35/—  p.w. 

Yes 

30/-  p.w. 

House  (3  rooms) 

11/—  p.w. 

Yes 

5/-  p.w. 

3 rooms 

15/-  p.w. 

Yes 

10/-  p.w. 

House  (6  rooms) 

18/9  p.w. 

Yes 

16/9  p.w. 

3 rooms 

15/-  p.w. 

No 

4 rooms 

17/-  p.w. 

No 



House 

10/-  p.w.  + 

No 



House 

6/-  p.w. 
charged  by 
agreement 
for  repairs, 
etc. 

15/-  p.w. 

Yes 

12/-  p.w. 

House 

9/-  p.w. 

Yes 

7/-  p.w. 

House 

15/-  p.w. 

Yes 

8/—  p.w. 

House 

11/-  p.w. 

Yes 

7/2  p.w. 

Excess  rent  of  ^4/10/0  refunded 

2 rooms 

11/-  p.w. 

Yes 

10/-*p  w 

House 

23/8  p.w. 

No 

House 

16/-  p.w. 

No 

— 

2 rooms 

17/6  p.w. 

No 



2 rooms 

15/-  p.w. 

Yes 

12/-  p.w. 

2 rooms 

20/-  p.w. 

Yes 

15/6  p.w. 

4 rooms 

30/-  p.w.  + 

Yes 

;^35  p.a. 

;/)38  exce.ss  rent  refunded 

3 rooms 

electric 
light 
30/-  p.w. 

Yes 

20/-  p.w. 

House  (5  rooms) 

10/4  p.w. 

Yes 

6/4  p.w. 

4 rooms 

63/-  p.w., 

Yes 

42/-  p.w. 

House  (6  rooni') 

including 
light,  cook- 
ing and 
hot  water 
19/-  p.w. 

No 

3 rooms 

18/6  p.w. 

No 

— 

3 rooms 

14/-  p.w. 

No 

— 

2 rooms 

15/-  p.w. 

Yes 

10/-  p.w. 

Fiat 

18/9  p.w. 

Yes 

16/9  p.w. 

2 rooms 

10/-  p.w. 

No 

— 

2 rooms  + 

22/6  p.w. 

Yes 

18/7  p.w. 

kitchen 

2 rooms -f- 

22/6  p.w. 

Yes 

20/-  p.w. 

kitchen 

3 rooms 

22/7  p.w. 

Yes 

18/-  p.w. 

3 rooms  + 

30/-  p.w.  -f 

Yes 

20/-  p.w. 

t)athroom 
2 rooms 

light  2/- 
15/-  p.w. 

No 

_ 

1 room 

7/-  p.w. 

Yes 

5/-  p.w. 

4 rooms 

26/-  p.w. 

Yes 

20/-  p.w. 

4 rooms 

20/-  p.w. 

No 

— 

2 rooms 

20/-  p.m. 

No 

' 
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Furnished  Accommodation 


Type  ot 
Lettinjj; 

Rent 

Charj^ed 

Rent 

ICxces- 

sive 

Rent 

Reduced 

to 

Remarks 

2 rooms 

27/6  p.w. 

Yes 

22/6  p.w. 

• 

2 rooms 

12/6  p.w. 

No 

— 

House  (6  rooms) 

40/-  p.w. 

Yes 

13/-  p.w. 

2 rooms-)- 

45/-  p.w. 

Yes 

27/6  p.w. 

Refund  of  rent,  /16/12/6. 

sciillerv 

Le^al  proceedings  taken 

2 r(.)oms 

25/-  ]).w. 

Yes 

17/6  p.w. 

Refund  of  rent,  /7/2/6 

use  of  scullery 

Legal  proceedings  taken 

1 room  + joint 

25/-  p.w. 

Yes 

17/6  p.w. 

Refund  of  ^4/17/6  rent. 

use  of  scullery 

Legal  proceedings  taken 

2 rooms-]- joint 

29/6  p.w. 

Yes 

2 1 /-  p.w. 

Refund  of  rent,  ;^8/10/0 

use  of  scullery 

Legal  proceedings  taken 

2 rooms-]- joint 

22/6  p.w. 

Yes 

Advised 

use  of  scullery 

reduction 

to  14/- 

p.w. 

Flat 

50/-  p.w. 

Yes 

22/6  p.w. 

Refund  of  Rent,  ^^33 

Legal  proceedings  taken 

Flat 

52/6  p.w. 

Yes 

27/6  p.w. 

Refund  of  rent,  ^30 

Legal  proceedings  taken 

House  (7  rooms) 

40/-  p.w. 

No 

— 

1 room 

15/-  p.w. 

No 

— 

House 

73/6  p.w. 

Yes 

50/-  p.w. 

Referred  to  Rent  Tribunal 

2 rooms 

35/-  p.w. 

Yes 

15/-  p.w. 

House  (partly 

15/-  p.w. 

Yes 

1 1 /-  p.w. 

furnished) 

2 rooms 

35/-  p.w. 

Yes 

27/6  p.w. 

Flat 

60/-  p.w. 

No 

— 

3 rooms 

94/-  p.w. 

Yes 

63/—  p.w. 

1 room 

30/-  p.w. 

Yes 

22/6  p.w. 

2 rooms 

60/-  p.w. 

Yes 

— 

Referred  to  Rent  Tribunal 

Flat 

70/-  p.w. 

Yes 

50/-  p.w. 

Room 

15/-  p.w. 

Yes 

12/6  p.w. 

2 rooms 

18/-  p.w. 

Yes 

14/-  p.w. 

1 room 

10/-  p.w. 

Yes 

7/-  p.w. 

3 rooms 

78/6  p.w. 

Yes 

52/6  p.w. 

Referred  to  Rent  Tribunal 

2 rooms 

18/-  p.w. 

Yes 

12/6  p.Wi 

2 rooms 

20/-  p.w. 

Yes 

16/-  p.w. 

1 room 

60/—  p.w. 

Yes 

27/6  p.w. 

1 room 

50/-  p.w. 

Yes 

22/6  p.w. 

Original  charges  in  respect  of 

1 room 

30/-  p.w. 

Yes 

15/-  p.w. 

these  lettings  included  a sum 

1 room 

40/-  p.w. 

Yes 

22/6  p.w. 

for  breakfast — no  allowance 

1 room 

25/-  p.w. 

Yes 

15/-  p.w. 

>■  for  this  item  was  made  in 

1 room 

20/-  p.w. 

Yes 

15/—  p.w. 

fixing  the  reduced  rents. 

1 room 

60/-  p.w. 

Yes 

27/-  p.w. 

1 room 

60/-  p.w. 

Yes 

20/-  p.w. 

1 room 

55/—  p.w. 

Yes 

15/-  p.w. 

2 rooms 

15/-  p.w. 

Yes 

7/6  p.w. 

1 room 

16/-  p.w. 

No 

— 

2 rooms 

35/-  p.w. 

— 



Referred  to  Rent  Tribunal 

House 

30/—  p.w. 

— 

— 

Referred  to  Rent  Tribunal 

1 room 

52/6  p.w. 

Yes 

35/-  p.w. 

Referred  to  Rent  Tribunal 

1 room 

20/-  p.w. 

Yes 

15/—  p.w. 

5 rooms 

84/-  p.w. 

Yes 

55/-  p.w. 

1 room 

30/-  p.w. 

Yes 

15/-  p.w. 

1 room 

30/-  p.w. 

Yes 

20/-  p.w. 

1 room 

20/-  p.w. 

Yes 

12/-  p.w. 

1 room 

14/-  p.w. 

No 

- 
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.he  Co„„  were  wi.hin  a few  ,e  “„'?,*hS  ''ir.tnS'' 


As  from  21st  October,  1946,  the  Furnished  Rent  Tribunal  operated  in  thi« 

oroug  , and  six  complainants  were  advised  to  refer  to  this  Tribunal  but  1 
understand  that  only  three  did  so.  Jnounal,  but  I 


In  addition,  366  interviews  have  been  held  with  tenants  sub  fpn;infc 
owners  with  regard  to  various  matters  relating  to  the  Rent  RestrictiorActs 
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in.  Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be 
controlled  by  Byelaws  and  Regulations 

1.  HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  some  90  houses  occupied  as  this  class  of 
letting.  A number  of  the  rooms  are  overcrowded,  and  in  a few  instances 

families  have  been  moved  out. 

I do  not  look  upon  this  type  of  dwelling  as  suitable  for  families  with 
children,  especially  when  they  are  housed  in  rooms  on  the  second  floor,  and 
where  the  garden  is  common  to  many  families.  When  there  is  sulhcient 
accommodation  available,  many  of  these  families  will  be  moved  out,  and  I hope 
then  to  take  up  with  the  owners  the  question  of  altering  these  houses  into  flats. 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-four  visits  have  been  made  to  this  class  of 
dwelling. 

2.  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  three  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough,  and 
the  following  table  shows  the  situation  and  accommodation  available,  and  the 
number  of  lodgers  admitted  during  the  year.  The  occupier  of  104  Greyfriars 
Walk  was  not  willing  to  accept  casuals,  and  did  not  re-register. 


No.  of 

Situation  No.  of  No.  of  Lodgers 

Rooms  Beds  Admitted 

8a  Tavistock  Place  ...  ...  6 ...  40  ...  13,592 

4 All  Hallows  Lane  ...  ...  4 ...  19  ...  3,067 

22  All  Hallows  Lane  ...  ...  5 ...  28  ...  3,878 


15  87  20,537 


Male  lodgers  only  are  accommodated  at  these  premises. 

The  first  two  premises  have  been  well  conducted  during  the  year.  The 
keeper  of  22  All  Hallows  Lane  not  having  maintained  the  premises  in  a 
satisfactory  condition,  I communicated  with  the  owners,  and  as  a result  the 
keeper  is  being  given  notice  to  quit  and  is  leaving  at  the  end  of  January,  1947. 
The  premises  will  then  be  redecorated  throughout. 

The  Casual  Wards  at  the  Public  Assistance  Institution  are  still  closed,  so 
that  the  casuals  frequenting  these  houses  are  often  of  a poor  type.  It  may  be 
necessary,  should  the  number  of  casual  requests  for  accommodation  increase, 
for  the  Local  Authority  to  consider  the  question  of  building  a lodging  house,  the 
same  to  be  under  their  control.  In  my  opinion,  this  would  be  more  satisfactory 
from  every  point  of  view,  as  I do  not  consider  that  lodgers  should  be  housed  on 
premises  licensed  for  the  sale  of  drink. 


3.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  caravans  used  by  the  showmen  at  the  Statute  Fair  in  Commercial  Road 
I'airground  were  duly  inspected  and  found  to  be  kept  clean.  No  cases  of  illness 
or  disease  were  discovered  among  the  dwellers. 


(>() 


im<i-:misi<:s  and  occui^atk^xs 


Sanitary  accommodation  consisting  of  pail  closets  was  jirovided  by  the 
Borough  Surveyor’s  Jtepartrnent.  ' ^ 

Inspections  were  also  made  of  the  caravans  stationed  in  the  Clarence  Yard 
and  these  were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition.  F.ndeavours 

S ErrJ::s’  easier"  “ housing  accornmoda- 

There  are  no  licensed  camping  sites  within  the  Borough. 


4.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Only  one  complaint  was  received  with  regard  to  nuisance  from  smoke 
and  this,  on  inspection,  was  found  to  be  due  to  an  inefficient  boiler  and  poor 
quality  tuel.  The  management  were  interviewed  and  a new  boiler  is  now  being 

^ other  factory  premises  heavy  emissions  of  smoke  and  grit  have  been 

noted  but  owing  to  the  poor  quality  fuel  supplied  it  was  not  practical  to  take 

any  action.  Apart  from  these,  there  has  been  very  little  cause  for  complaint  as 
to  pollution  from  smoke. 


( 
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IV.  Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  INSPECTIONS 

During  the  vear  I visited  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  at  Luton,  for  the 
jnirpose  of  bringing  up  to  date  the  register  of  premises  in  the  Borough,  and  tlie 
following  table  shows  the  number  of  factories,  excluding  bakehouses,  registered 
in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

((/)  Factories  with  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  306 

(/;)  Factories  without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  90 


Total 


396 


Many  of  these  are  small  factories  where  only  a few  persons  are  employed, 
'hen  notices  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  relating  to  : — 


Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Insufiicient  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Offences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


In  addition,  one  notice  was  received  relative  to  want  of  cleanliness  of 
bakehouse. 

With  regard  to  one  large  factory  which  during  the  war  had  been  used  as  a 
store,  works  of  structural  alterations  and  provision  of  additional  washing 
facilities  had  been  carried  out  prior  to  the  premises  being  reoccupied  for  the 
employment  of  100-150  females. 

In  addition  to  the  defects  with  regard  to  sanitary  conveniences  notified  by 


H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  the  following  defects  were  found  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

Insuhrcient  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Not  separate  for  the  sexes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Offences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  inspections  made  and  the  number 
of  premises  at  which  defects  were  found,  and  the  result  of  action  taken. 

Factories  . Defective 

Inspections  Premises  Premises 

Defective  Remedied 

[a)  With  mechanical  power  ...  352  ...  23  ...  22* 

[h)  Without  mechanical  power..*  156  ...  2 ...  1 

Outworkers  ...  14  ...  — ...  — 

Totals  522  25  23 


* Includes  five  defects  found  in  1945. 


2.  HOMEWORK. 

During  the  year,  as  a result  of  lists  that  were  received  from  employers 
recording  the  names  and  addresses  of  outworkers  residing  in  the  Borough, 
14  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  the  premises  were  found  to  be  in  a satis- 
factory condition. 
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PRICMISICS  AND  (OCCUPATIONS 


3.  WORKPLACES 

On  inspection,  it  was  found  that  at  one  workplace  there  was  insufficient 
W.C.  accommodation,  and  at  five  other  premises  works  of  redecoration  and 
repair  were  required. 


V.  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

1.  DISINFECTION 

Two  hundred  and  forty-five  visits  were  made  with  regard  to  investigation  of 
of  infectious  diseases. 

Disinfection  of  91  rooms  and  4,825  articles  of  bedding  and  clothing,  etc., 
after  cases  of  infectious  disease,  tuberculosis  and  cancer,  were  carried  out. 

In  addition,  a large  quantity  of  bedding,  etc.,  was  disinfected  for  the 
military  authorities. 

2.  DISINFESTATION 

(a)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

During  the  year  46  houses  were  found  to  be  infested,  including  nhie  council 
houses  and  37  private  houses.  The  work  of  eradication  was  carried  out  by  this 
Department,  and  m all  119  rooms  were  given  treatment  by  means  of  an  effective 
insecticide  (Zaldecide,  containmg  D.D.I.),  and,  I am  pleased  to  report,  w.ta 
good  results.  In  most  cases,  the  houses  were  not  seriously  infested,  but  at 
eight  houses  it  was  found  necessary  to  destroy  the  filthy  and  verminous  bedding. 

In  no  cases  was  I called  in  by  the  Inspector  for  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  but  in 
four  cases  I was  called  in  by  the  Relieving  Officer,  whose  co-operation  in  thes^ 
matters  was  greatly  appreciated. 

(b)  Other  Vermin. 

Seven  premises  infested  with  bees,  fleas,  woodworm,  wasps  and  sp.ders 
were  discovered  and  treatment  given. 

(c)  Scabies 

During  the  year  248  vis’ts  v/ere  made  with  the  Health  Visitor  to  houses 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  cases  of  scabies  and  arranging  for  the  necessary 
treatment.  In  13  instances  it  was  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  to 
enforce  treatment  under  the  Scabies  Order,  1941. 
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VL  Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911-1928 

Iliere  are  only  a few  premises  at  which  rag  flock  is  used  by  the  furnishing 
ti  ,i.le  .md  cis  this  material  was  supplied  with  guarantees  of  cleanliness,  it  was  not 
( t>n:.  *‘retl  necessary  to  take  any  sample. 


VII.  Schemes  arising  out  of  the  War 

Evacuees 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  a number  of  evacuees  still  living  in  the 
Bon)  ugh. 

Hostels  and  Billets 

The  Old  Peoples’  Hostel,  14  Rothsay  Place,  is  still  in  use  and  frequent 
vhsits  are  made  to  inspect  the  premises. 

During  the  year  161  visits  were  made  to  billets,  etc.,  in  the  Borough  for  the 
g^'neral  administration  of  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme. 


Housing  Accommodation 

A number  of  evacuated  families  are  still  residing  in  requisitioned  premises 
in  the  Borough,  to  which  periodic  visits  are  made.  The  maintenance  and 
repairs  to  these  premises  are  carried  out  by  the  Housing  Manager. 

Government  Equipment 

Early  in  the  year,  in  accordance  with  Government  instructions,  a sale  of 
equipment  took  place  at  Mile  Road  Hospital,  and  was  conducted  by  this 
Department.  Sales  took  place  on  eight  days,  and  eventually  the  whole  of  the 
equipment  was  disposed  of.  In  addition  to  sales  to  the  public,  a certain  amount 
of  equipment  was  also  sold  to  various  departments  of  the  Corporation,  the 
I'oc  H Club,  St.  John  Ambulance  Association,  the  Bedford  Joint  Hospital 
Board,  the  Boys’  Modern  School,  and  the  Old  Peoples’  Welfare  Society. 

The  total  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  this  equipment  amounted  to  £5,009, 
'viiereas  the  highest  tender  received  was  £2,500. 

I would  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  staff 
and  the  Borough  Treasurer’s  staff  for  the  effleient  manner  in  which  they  carried 
out  these  transactions. 

In  addition  to  the  above  surplus  hospital  equipment  owned  by  the  Corpora- 
tion was  also  sold  to  the  public,  and  realised  the  sum  of  £390, 
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